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Four months and three victories! 


Victory #1 

Our cover story in the last issue 
of The Taxpayer celebrated the No- 
vember 1999 passage of taxpayer 
protection legislation in Ontario. 
While other Canadian jurisdictions 
have variations of taxpayer protec- 
tion — Ontario’s has become the new 
benchmark. 

The genesis of Ontario’s law is 
traced to the 1995 provincial election 
when Mike Harris signed a CTF 
pledge committing to implement tax- 
payer protection if elected. To be 
sure, it took nearly five years of 
pressing-and prodding — but taxpay- 
ers eventually prevailed. 


Victory #2 

Fast forward to January 2000 — 
the federal government announces it 
will offer upwards of $20 million in 
assistance to Canada’s six NHL fran- 
chises. 

The CTF agrees that Canadian 
teams are hurt by high taxes and a 
weak Canuck buck — but so are a lot 
of Canadian businesses, and mill- 
ionaire hockey players and owners 
hardly qualify for a queue jump cour- 
tesy the taxpayer. 

The CTF both before and after 
the January announcement played a 
leading role in directing overwhelm- 
ing public opposition. On January 
20" the CTF announced the Great 
Canadian Puck-Off urging Canadi- 
ans to send the Prime Minister a 
hockey puck and tell him taxpayers 
don’t wish to play the subsidy game. 
On the very next day the federal 
Minister responsible held a press 
conference to withdraw the bailout 
package. 


Wictory #3 

Finally, and most significantly, 
was the announcement by Finance 
Minister Paul Martin in delivering his 
seventh budget on February 28, 2000 
that bracket creep was dead. 

While the CTF was not alone in 
opposition, no other organization in 
the country can claim dozens of com- 
mentaries, releases, reports, meetings 
and presentations toward its end — 
not to mention full scale campaigns, 
hundreds of media interviews and 
tens of thousands of petitions 
dropped on Paul Martin’s desk. 

Without a doubt, victory number 
three is the most significant public 
policy victory for the CTF in its ten- 
year history. 

No, this does not mean Paul Mar- 
tin’s recent federal budget is perfect. 
Far from it (see page 16). It increases 
spending at a time when the federal 
government continues to waste bil- 
lions in corporate welfare and dubi- 
ous job creation schemes. Moreover, 
the budget does little to erase our de- 
ferred tax burden — the national debt. 

But let’s remember something: 
public policy gains are incremental. 
The welfare state was not created in a 
single budget and nor will it be 
abated in a single budget. 

We fought hard to eliminate 
bracket creep — and we got it. We 
fought hard to reverse the trend of 
ever increasing taxes — and we got it 
(as small as it might be). Paul Martin 
deserves kudos for listening and tax- 
payers deserve kudos for acting. 

Taming Leviathan is a never end- 
ing task — but taxpayers ARE win- 
ning victories, and with each victory 
comes change. 

Let’s keep it up! 
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No issue has generated more calls, letters and e-mails to CTF offices than the subject of hockey subsidies. 


We could literally fill this entire issue of 7#e Jaxpayer with letters and e-mails -- save a few with colourful 
language! Below are just a few examples we received on both sides of the issue: 


I have just e-mailed five politi- 
cians and the Prime Minister re- 
garding my opposition to proposed 
NHL subsidies. I think this is great. 
Keep up the good work! 

Albert Richard, Quispamsis, NB 


Big win on the NHL. Congratula- 
tions! And you didn’t even need the 
“puck-off.” 

When we fought the NFL in Los 
Angeles we got great publicity. We 
did a poll and 80% of the voters said 
‘no subsidy’. 

Joel Fox, Los Angeles, California 
(Editor's Note: Joel Fox is the past 
president of the Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association which led the 
charge in implementing California's 
Proposition 13.) 


I really enjoyed your article re- 
garding the state of the NHL and 
Vancouver Canucks in the January 2 
Vancouver Province. As a profes- 
sional golfer, unlike most athletes, I 
am free to choose to reside any- 
where. It is my choice to live in BC, 
even under our country’s current tax 
confinements. As an independent 
contractor and fan of other sports, I 
have a hard time swallowing the 
whole NHL mess. 

Richard Zokol, 
Vancouver, e-mail 


I just heard the federal govern- 
ment announce they will use my 
hard earned tax dollars to subsidize 
the multi-millionaire owners and 
hockey players in the NHL. 

I also heard the CTF’s Walter 


Robinson respond to this gross mis- 
use of tax dollars. His response rep- 
resents my position exactly. 

Unfortunately, my views ex- 
pressed in a letter to my MP, Mr. 
Bellemare (copy to Manley, Martin, 
et al) obviously got ignored. I am 
not angry, I am livid. 

The Canadian working stiff gets 
to have his meagre earnings trans- 
ferred to those whining, grovelling, 
and extorting owners/athletes. It is 
unfortunate to say the least. 

As a prerequisite to holding of- 
fice, politicians should be required 
to have held a “real” job at some 
point in their life, then they would 
have some understanding and appre- 
ciation for the words control and 
accountability. 

Don Guindon, Gloucester, ON 


(Editor 's note: Don, they got your 
message.) 


I thought I would drop you a note 
to say that your organization’s 
position on tax relief for Canadian 
NHL teams is the only one that 
makes sense. You reject the idea not 
because of myopic political reasons 
or uninformed debate on ‘priorities’ 


Letters to the editor 
Letters to the editor may be edited 
for length and content. They can 
be sent to 7he Taxpayer, 105-438 


Victoria Ave. East, Regina, Sask, 
S4N 0N7 
e-mail: canadian@sk.sympatico.ca 
Fax: 306-352-7203 


but because you advocate a policy 
of tax reductions for a// businesses. 

I live in Ottawa and am a big fan 
of the Senators. As much as I do not 
want them to go, their issues are a 
symptom of a problem and not a 
problem in itself. The problem of 
our disgraceful currency level, ri- 
diculous tax structure and frivolous 
spending by a less-than-open gov- 
ernment. 

I think your group is one of the 
forums where citizen advocacy can 
take place without the din of parti- 
san politics and stifling ideology. 

Michael A. Best, 
Ottawa, e-mail 


Subsidize the NHL, it’s the 
Canadian way 


I saw your stance on the govern- 
ment’s decision to grant tax subsi- 
dies to Canadian NHL franchises. 
You should be ashamed of your- 
selves. We live in the shadow of the 
USA, a country that dwarfs us with 
media, products, and other cultural 
icons. We are a nation left grasping 
for a few symbols we can call our 
own. 
I whole-heartedly support the 
feds, not because I’m a hockey fan 
(I’m not), but because when I talk to 
friends via the internet they identify 
Canada with three things: 1. RCMP 
- A red cloaked fella on horse; 2. 
Beer - Ok so I’m not especially 
proud of it and 3. HOCKEY 

I pay taxes and I don’t think that 
the federal contribution of 25% is 
anything to boohoo over. 


I hardly consider this tax break a 
problem. Bottom line is that owners 
will NOT keep a team here when it 
can make big money down south. I 
can’t believe you guys. 

Andy Bush, e-mail 
(Editor's note: Hey Andy, Ottawa 
Senator s owner Rod Bryden said he is 


keeping his team in Canada without a 
subsidy. Go figure.) 


This subsidy will cost me 66 
cents a year. Big Deal. Sol miss a 
cup of coffee. The culture of hockey 
is a big part of this country. I think 
you could spend your efforts fight- 
ing other things rather than wasting 
energy on this ridiculous hockey 
fight. 

I love the idea of your Federa- 
tion, but the hockey fight is band- 
wagon jumping. The teams do bring 
jobs, and do pay huge taxes. We are 
better off with them than without. 

John Buffam, e-mail 


(Editor's note: The CTF has fought 
against professional sports subsidies 
for three years.) 


Usually I agree wholeheartedly 
with the CTF. However this time I 
think you are sniffing something. 
Instead of informing people about 


The Ao --Loge 
Great a 
Comeback WinIPEG 


pages 68, 70 ges 
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the realities of hockey, you have 
jumped on the “They’re subsidizing 
hockey players” propaganda wagon. 

The Ottawa Senators pay about 
30 million a year in taxes. The com- 
bined relief was to be about 10 mil- 
lion from all levels of government, 
of which federal was to have been 
2.5 million (25%). 

Do you dreamers actually think 
that when the Senators leave Ottawa, 
all those people supporting them 
will still spend their money here? I 
for one certainly won’t. I'll be going 
on vacations out of the country. 
Canada doesn’t deserve my tax dol- 
lars if they take our national pastime 
and flush it. 

Jamie LeBreton, e-mail 


(Editor's note: How about a team in 
every Canadian city? Paul Martin is 
looking for ways to spend the surplus. 
How about the Regina Red Wings or 
Halifax Mighty Ducks? Why not? The 
teams would bring jobs, pay taxes - 
right?) 


$1 billion at HRDC: Missing in 
action 


How does one lose track of one 
billion dollars in grants? If there 
was a transaction, there is a record 


Toronto 
tot’s head 
found 


‘Puck Off!’ 


Taxpayers federation 
wants you to send 
message to Ottawa 


page 8 


‘Vieter ¥ratk. provincia! sirector of the Canadian Taxpsyers Federation, hoping irate taxpayers witt send packs it PM Jean Chretien te protedt the bailout of Canadien MHL faaans, 


of it, whether it’s a cancelled cheque 
or a transfer of funds. The only way 
there would be no record is if the bil- 
lion dollars was withdrawn in cash 
and crammed into someone’s jeans, 
to be distributed willy nilly across 
the country. There is a record. Don’t 
give up until you have some an- 
swers. 

D. Shelton-Johnson, e-mail 


Excerpts of a letter sent to Liberal 
MP Aileen Carroll and cc’d to the 
CTF 


Dear Ms. Aileen Carroll, MP: 


As a concerned resident of your 
riding in Barrie, I am worried about 
the one billion dollar fiasco cur- 
rently unfolding in the Human Re- 
sources Department. 

Your party, my government, seem 
to find such easy ways to throw 
away such hard earned taxpayer dol- 
lars. Some of the money went to the 
Bank of Montreal — a business 
with a billion dollar profit manages to 
get thousands of dollars in job crea- 
tion money. Can you explain to me 
how this program works? 

I have voted Liberal in the past, 
but the direction by which this party 
is heading, troubles me. A govern- 
ment which won’t apologize for its 
bungling of over a billion dollars of 
our money. A Finance Minister who 
says he cut taxes, but then raises 
them in other areas, (ie. cutting EI 
taxes but increasing CPP). A Herit- 
age Minister who believes that all 
Canadians pirate recorded material, 
thus taxes us on blank tapes. And a 
Minister of Industry who believed 
that throwing tax dollars at million- 
aire hockey players and owners of 
NHL clubs was the right thing to do. 

Just as an afterthought, what is 
Paul Martin going to do about pro- 
tecting our tax brackets from infla- 
tion? This is my second letter to 
you Ms. Carroll. I would appreciate 
a response this time. 


Brian Belchior, Barrie, ON 


I think your web site is great. It’s 
the only one I’ve found that reminds 
me of how much I dislike the gov- 
ernment’s mismanagement of MY 
money. 

Della, e-mail 


I noticed your web site address in 
The Province, and took the opportu- 
nity to check it out, and it’s defi- 
nitely worthy of its awards! It’s 
wonderful to know there are people 
taking this “tax” issue seriously, and 
trying to do something about it. Un- 
til I saw your web site I didn’t know 
the CTF existed, thus millions of 
others may have no idea either. 

In the 90s, most families have 
both parents working (one to feed 
the family, the other to pay taxes) 
and any children are desperately try- 
ing to get a quality education to find 
a good paying job so they can pay 
these enormous taxes. 

It’s a sad state of affairs, as the 
governments of this country quash 
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ever tiny step we make toward 
changing our unfair tax system. 
Dale Watkins, Surrey, BC, e-mail 


When it comes to taxes, I am one 
of the “payers” and not a “getter” in 
Canada. I enjoy looking at your web 
site and appreciate your champion- 
ing our rights as citizens. However, 
your site does not make it clear 
whether membership is open to all 
nor how to join. I’d appreciate hear- 
ing more. 

Michael S. Sheppard, 
e-mail 
(Editor's note: You can now join the 
CTF on-line at www.taxpayer.com.) 


Excellent web page - keep up the 
good work. Together we will make a 
difference. 

Dean M. Chabot, Alberta, e-mail 


Love your caps 


I wanted to write to let you know 


Tax me vy 


'm Cana 


that the extended 

Boyce family had a great Christmas 
1999 as a result of some of the ter- 
rific products that I bought from the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation and 
gave as gifts to family members in 
British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, 
and California. 

The CTF’s “Tax Me I’m Canadian” 
hats and T-shirt that I gave out this 
year, were not only very enthusiasti- 
cally received by people often very 
difficult to buy for, but also very 
well-liked by the recipients. To be 
truthful, I could have used another 
two to four hats at every home 
where I gave one out. 
In fact, my partner was 
stopped in a local gro- 
cery store six times. 
The first time he wore 
his t-shirt by interested 
and supportive Canadi- 
ans who wanted to 
know where he had ac- 
quired such a unique 
and provocative item. 

The CTF is to be 
congratulated on its 
work, and members and 
friends need to do 
more to help spread 
the news about govern- 
ment waste and mis- 
management of public 
funds through such 
well-crafted and af- 
fordable promotional 
products as these hats 
and T-shirts. Happy 
New Year. 


Douglas Boyce, 
Vancouver, BC 
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Over the years, Ottawa 
has provided billions of 
dollars for on reserve 
aboriginal health and 
education services. And 
while these tax dollars may 
. not have improved the 
' collective well-being of 
natives living on reserves 
— it has certainly helped 
the well-being of a select 
few. 

The federal and BC 
governments are investigat- 
ing Indian band leaders 
from BC and Alberta who 
used money 
dedicated to on- 
reserve health and 
education services 
for trips to 
Hawaii. 

Of course, the 
band leaders claim 
these trips were 
necessary to 
explore how other 
native groups 
handle such things 
as housing. 

However, staying in 
comfortable digs, only a 
block away from 
Waikiki beach, is 
probably not condu- 
cive to grasping the 
plight of social 
housing. 
One Band, from 
Shuswap BC, sent 
nearly 10% of its 
members on such a trip. 
That’s right, seven band 
leaders including the chief, 
two councillors and their 
wives, the band manager and 
local health nurse all went 
to Hawaii. This from a band 


Now comes news that a trip is being organized for 
Australia. 

The Federal Medical Service Branch says that such 
spending is inappropriate and is investigating. Thank 
goodness federal bureaucrats are on the case! The 
Branch recently audited eight bands and found that all 
had taken money intended for children or health care and 


misspent it on trips. 
Vancouver Province 


A former aid to Prime Minister Jean Chretien has 
landed a cushy patronage appointment at the Business 
Development Bank of Canada (BDBC) — a federally 
owned government agency. 

Since his appointment as Vice President in charge of 

Corporate Affairs in May 
1998, Jean Carle has spent 
$136,900 on meals, trips 
and golf. Of this, nearly 
$36,000 went to golf 
memberships alone where 
Carle outspent his pred- 
ecessor by a 10 to 1 margin. 

On the travel front, Carle 
spent more during this 
period than Industry Minis- 
ter John Manley, the minis- 
ter in charge of the Busi- 

ness Development Bank. 

The BDBC refused to provide any details on where 
the money was spent, providing only dates, amounts and 
purpose. Even the Prime Minister’s office provides 
details of Mr. Chretien’s expenses. So what’s the big 
secret at BDBC? 


National Post 


First Wives Club 


The Department of Foreign Affairs knows how to 
throw a bash. Last fall they hosted a conference for the 
wives of government leaders from North and South 
America. The event, paid for by Canadian taxpayers, was 
the ninth conference of the Spouses of Heads of State of 
Government of the Americas. The theme of the two-day 
affair in Ottawa centred on the plight of women and 
children. 

But don’t worry about the plight of the first women, 


of only 100 people. The money came from 
dedicated funds for education and social 
development. 


they were looked after in grand style. The feds spent 
$3.5 million hosting the 36 first women in attendance. 
This included paying for the entourage of aides who 
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needed 300 rooms ranging from 
$125 to $1,105 a night. 

The food and drink, which 
included canapes, bottled 
water, and cocktail 
parties at such places 
as the National Art 
Gallery, came to 
about $200,000. 

The gifts cost 
another $12,600. 
The first ladies 
received hand- 
blown glass cups 
worth $165 
each. Other 
attendees re- 
ceived maple 
butter, copper 
pins and candy. 

The chairperson of 
the shindig was 
Aline Chretien, wife 


of the Prime Minister. 
National Post 


Let’s cab it 


An Access to Information 
request by the Saskatchewan 
Division of the Canadian Taxpay- 
ers Federation uncovered 

questionable spending by the 
Regina Public School Board 
(RPSB). 

In 1998, the school 
board spent $1.12 million 
on taxi cab fares transport- 
ing kids to and from 

school. This works out to 
about $5,600 a day in fares. 

In total, the RPSB paid $2.4 
million to transport kids in 1998 - 
- nearly 50% of this budget went 
to provide personal delivery 
service for the kids via taxi. 

And it’s not getting any better. 

The taxi cab budget of the RPSB has almost 
doubled since 1994, when the board spent 
$693,000 on taxi fares. 


Taxpayers % 

= Host 
First 

lives 


Go to Jail, Collect 200 Dollars? 


“Go to jail” is the most feared card in the game 
of Monopoly: you can’t pass go, you can’t collect 
$200. 
Not so fast says the federal govern- 
ment. 

Over the past few years, Em- 
ployment Insurance has generated 
substantial surpluses thanks to an 

improving economy and tighter 

eligibility rules. Remarkably 
though, these tightened rules 
don’t apply to prisoners. 
Anyone going to jail can 
still receive EI benefits, even 
though they can no longer meet 
the requirement of having to 
look for work. Or maybe all the 
prisoners are applying to work at 
one of the in-prison golf courses? 

Regardless, no prisoners need a 

“get out of jail free” card? In 
Canada, if you’re sent to jail you get 


your $200 and a lot more. 
National Post 


More dirt in Foreign Affairs 


If you’re going to waste money, do it with style. 
Such it seems is the motto of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) which allowed ambassadors 
to charge 100% of their clothing purchases to 
their embassy’s hospitality budget. Dramatically, 
the rule changed on April 1, 1999 whereupon 
ambassadors could only charge 50% of their 
clothing purchases to a maximum of 10% of their 
hospitality budget. 

So why the change? 

Well, the Ottawa Citizen asked that same 
question and made an Access to Information 
request to find out how much ambassadors were 
charging to their accounts for clothing. 

The hands-down winner was our ambassador to 
Germany, Gaetan Lavertu and his wife. Between 
August 1998 and August 1999, they spent over 
$11,700 on clothes. This included $40 for one pair 
of nylons (at that price we expect no runs for at 
least a decade). Lavertu and his wife went on a 
spending binge making nearly 30% of their annual 
expenditures in March 1999. This included $85 for 
one tie, $418 for three shirts, and $344 for a black 
leather handbag. 
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Though Jacques Roy, our 
ambassador to France, didn’t 
finish first, he was in a class of 
his own. While he and his wife 
spent a modest $5,300 during the 
August 1998 - August 1999 
period, it was where they spent it 
that counted. Some of their 

* favourite haunts included Paris 
fashion houses such as Nina 
Ricci, Avenue Montaigne, Laurel- 
Teibu and Cerruti. 

Canada’s Ambassador to 
Holland, Marie Bernard-Meunier 
preferred quality over quantity. 
For the Dutch throne speech she 
spent $652 on a suit and for 
another occasion she purchased a 
gown for a mere $1,565. But this 
paled in comparison to the only 
purchase of Roy MacLaren, 
Canada’s high commissioner to 
the United Kingdom. He spent 
$2,115 — all of it on one suit. 

Don’t fret taxpayers! At least 
your tax dollars were wasted in 
style. 


Ottawa Citizen 


A recent Access to Informa- 
tion request by the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation discov- 
ered that some of our tax 
dollars wasted by Human 
Resources and Industry 
Canada found their way 
into the pockets of some 
very prestigious and elite 
company. 
This included the semi- 
private Clovely Golf Course 
in St. John’s. One golf maga- 
zine says the facilities 
“spare no expense, and 
the landscaping is 
exquisite.” 
Clovely re- 
ceived $500,000 from Human 
Resources Development and 
another $1.5 million from the 


Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency. 

Other members of this elite group included 
Magna International, Bombardier, IBM and General 
Motors. 

CTF Federal Director Walter Robinson stated,- 
“Taxpayers’ money isn’t supposed to be used to 
add to the bottom line of profitable companies. 
Business people in this country are supposed to be 


entrepreneurs, not grantpreneurs.” 


CTF files & the Globe & Mail 


’ ’ 
rummie s no dumm 


So how would you like to earn $17,454 plus 
expenses for just 14 days work? Fred Drummie 
would. 

When Robert Nault was appointed Minister 
responsible for the Department of Indian Affairs, 
he wanted someone to show him the ropes. He 
turned to retired associate deputy minister Fred 
Drummie — but he didn’t come cheap. 

All told, Drummie charged the Department 
$17,454 for the actual work and $6,968 for 
expenses. Drummie also proved he wasn’t that bad 
at math either. His total bill came to $24,440. If 
he had charged another $561, the feds would have 

been forced to get the best deal. Any 
contracts over $25,000 must be sent out 


to tender. 
Edmonton Journal 


You would never know the Defence 
Department is in a financial crisis. Or 
perhaps, the following expenditures 
may explain why they have one. 
In an effort to entice visitors, 
the Department plans to spend 
$357,000 on an exhibit to go in 
front of the National War 
Museum in Ottawa. The exhibit 
will include a Coyote recon- 
naissance vehicle, an armoured 
personal carrier, a Leopard 
tank, plus a replica UN post. 
Defence will supply 31 
military personnel 
who may have to be 
put up in hotel 
rooms if cheaper 
quarters can’t 


ft 
3 


be found. 

Things aren’t 
much better in the 
water. An Access to 
Information request 
by the National 
Post revealed that 
$635,000 was spent 
on commissioning 
parties for 11 ships. 
Over $114,000 has 
been spent to fly 
special guests in 
from Edmonton, Brandon, 
Yellowknife and Whitehorse to 
join the celebrations. The Defence 
Department claims these parties 
are good for morale. The reality: 
the bashes are attended by 
Defence bigwigs and VIPs with a 
sprinkling of veterans to try to 
make it look good. 

And last, but not least, the 
airforce has been trying to keep 
hidden the fact that military 
personnel used search and rescue 
helicopters to go on hunting trips 
in Labrador. Taxpayers even 
kicked in camping gear and 
‘rations’ for the trip. 

Edmonton Sun & National Post 


SOW wastes your tax 
dollars 


Isn’t it great that the 
federal government has its 
priorities straight when it 
comes to doling out tax 
dollars? 

Take the federal agency 

called the Status of Women 
(SOW) which gave $253,918 in 
grants to a variety of lesbian 
groups. Much of the money went 
to plan conferences and events. 

Some of the groups receiving 
money included the Newfound- 
land Amazon Network and La 
Collective Lesbienne groups in Ottawa. 

Ms. Hedy Fry, the Secretary of State for SOW, 


made sure that the bulk of the money went to 
groups in her home province of British Columbia 
which received nearly 60% of the grant money. 
Projects included studies such as the “Alternate 
visions of the Lesbian family.” Another study 
probably needed the grant just to come up with its 
title: “A feminist analysis of needs, models and 
their major social, economic and legal impacts for 


women in lesbian relationships.” 
National Post 


Canada Council Strikes again 


The Canada Council, the federal government’s 
slush fund for the arts, provided more reasons wh 
the agency should be shut down. 

The Council, with a budget exceeding a $100 
million tax dollars saw fit to provide the following 
grants: 

@ $1,500 was given for a pamphlet called 

“Where Did My Ass Go” featuring poetry by an 

aboriginal poet; 

m@ $16,000 was given to fund a video called 

“Wankers” on gay public sex; 

m $4,100 funded a communications piece 

featuring rotten grapefruits; 

@ $5,000 went to a project described as “work 

with chewing gum that refers to its history, the 

human body and its cultural significance;” 


@ $2,100 went fora film on male gender alterity; 
@ $15,000 for “year two of the continuous 
garbage project.” 


Kind of makes you one wonder what the list of 
projects turned down for funding by the Canada 
Council looks like. 


Reform Party & National Post 
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by Richard Truscott 
armers have it,all wrong! 

Fe they have been 

working their fingers to the 
bone growing grain, raising cattle, 
or selling hogs, there are people out 
there who make a living harvesting 
taxpayers. Groups like the Canadian 
Farm Business Management Council 
(CFBMC) effectively cultivate the 
crop. 

The CFBMC is a non-profit cor- 
poration headquartered in Ottawa 
that gets a monthly allowance from 
the federal Department of Agricul- 
ture’s Canada Adaptation and Rural 
Development Fund. Their mission 
is to “support Canadian farmers 
through building partnerships and 
facilitating the development and 
sharing of innovative business 
ideas.” It has five or six staff and a 
22-member board of directors. 

While hard-pressed western 
farmers suffered through the worst 
income crisis since the Great De- 
pression, the CFBMC’s expenditures 
grew from $1 million in 1995-96 to 
$2.3 million in 1996-97, $3.5 mil- 
lion in 1997-98, and $5.7 million in 
1998-99. Grants through the De- 
partment of Agriculture kept pace 
with the Council’s spending until 
the end of the fiscal year in 1999, 
when the Department advanced 
them an amount 2 % times larger 
than normal in order to prevent a 
deficit in the Council’s operations. 
While the Council was getting 
topped-up in such generous fashion, 
farmers were practically begging for 


relief. 

So what 
exactly are 
we getting for our money? 

Well, according to an Access to 
Information request filed by the CTF 
with the federal Agriculture Depart- 
ment, the chairman and another 
board member got a trip to a confer- 
ence in South Africa, and another 
board member got a trip to France. 
But that’s small potatoes. By the 
end of the current fiscal year the 
Council will have spent over a mil- 
lion dollars on travel, accommoda- 
tions, and equipment for council 
meetings over the past four years. A 
bloated board of directors with 22 
members from all across the country 
that meets six times a year ain’t 
cheap either. To keep things in per- 
spective, the board is about one-third 
the size of the Saskatchewan legisla- 
ture, and larger than the city coun- 
cils of Regina or Saskatoon. 


We are also getting consultants 
by the bushel. As of the end of this 
fiscal year, it is projected that the 
Council will have spent almost $3.5 
million on consultants over the past 
four years. The yearly amount al- 
most tripled from $479,136 in 1996- 
97 to $1,261,309 last year. Maybe 
farmers hit by low grain prices 
should plant consultants this spring. 


Selected Spending by the 
Farm Business Council 
The Great Globalization 


Video entitled “Hogs - Not Just 
Canadian Bacon” 


The Canadian Maple Syrup 
Database ..titasicctecisi. aces $48,255 

Yukon Farmers ) 

Marketing Research - Herbs, Spices 


Summary of Expenditures for the 


1996-97 


7-98 


10 


Canadian Farm Business 
Management Council 


Conferences Consultants Council | Total 
Meetings 
$479,136 $195,205 $706,219 
1,057,273 220,294 1,410,310 
$3,448,380 $1,077,528 $5,106,425 
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We’re also getting some very ex- Springs Resort just to name a few. 2000” conference held at the Banff 
pensive conferences at the After spending $31,878 on confer- Springs hotel in February of this year 
Kananaskis Resort in Alberta, the ences in 1996-97, the conference was expected to cost a cool half-mil- 
Nottawasaga Resort north of To- budget grew by about seven times to _ lion, paid for by a mix of tax dollars 
ronto, and the Moose Jaw Mineral 227,900 last year. The “Excellence and convention fees of $825. Rumour 


CARADIAN 


TAXMACTION “=: 


4 Monthly lesuet and Action Unniste tor OTF sumaartere : : Feteseey 208 If you receive The 


pe Noes Taxpayer you are entitled 
Robbed by Muli-Silion § Siteeds i an Hoa, raat TaxAction - the 
Dollar Creep Look TaxAction... ( ~ F “sp 


Wien a oS" CTF’s monthly issues and 
ar ve bere h Neaig = nk Sangeet IER action update exclusively for supporters 
teak te sence ep 0 alerts hinipreiot TOT the CTF. To receive it, just e-mail us at 
seaauaes Se ae“ canadian@sk.sympatico.ca. Be sure to include 


pint beawket crvep os efirinated, shes Gey chat Mesures wi 


eapenn taatback ty afin Teeett mantis Your name, plus mailing and e-mail address. 


mer one 
pes It’s Informative 
see ~ You will keep up to date on the activities of your CTF. You 
Supporter will be aware of the latest activities of government and get the 
‘ie ederi greenness, facts and figures you need to fight the latest episode of 
bilfives difiac hoondogghe « 


(HAD) is seating short government waste or over-taxation. 


Rozen of phame calf 


It’s Interactive 


TaxAction will be sent to you in Adobe Acrobat. Its special interactive 
feature means highlighted sections will take you to timely news 
- information or campaigns on the web with one simple click of your 
mouse. If you don’t have the Adobe Reader, we will provide a link so you 
can easily download the program. 


It’s Proactive 


Whether it’s opposing NHL subsidies or stopping bracket creep, the CTF has 
demonstrated that politicians will respond when taxpayers get organized. 7axAction 
provides the e-mail addresses of politicians relevant to today’s news and with one 
click you can instantly send a message expressing your concern. 


A boat released CTY soport tyre taxpaver comiatincies federal Pebes 


If you get TaxAction by fax and would like to receive the new interactive format, 


e-mail us at canadian(@sk.sympatico.ca. Include your name, address and fax number. 


has it that one speaker 
cost about $100,000 
for his fee, travel, care 
and feeding. (Unfor- 
tunately we can’t con- 
firm the rumour be- 
cause the specifics of 
the Council’s spend- 
ing, as a non-govern- 
mental organization, 
are sheltered from the 
prying eyes of the Ac- 
cess to Information 
Act, even though it’s 
spending your tax dol- 
lars.) 

We are also getting 
board games. The 
Council has spent 
$304,000 to develop a 
board game for farm- 
ers called “The Great 
Globalization Game” 
that costs about $90 
to purchase. The ra- 
tionale for spending 
wads of cash on the 
board game according 
to the CFBMC’s 1998 
Annual Report was: 
“In these times of 
stress and pressure, 
people need to have 
some fun.” 

After trying to fig- 
ure out the AIDA 
rules, I don’t think 
farmers are in the 
mood to play any 
more government 
games. Globalization 
is no game, and it’s 
time the feds and 
groups like the Cana- 
dian Farm Business 
Management Council 
stopped treating tax 
dollars like Monopoly 
money. @ 
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1999 - 


2000 


ach year the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
ents a comprehensive survey of its support- 

ers. The survey asks questions about priority 
and emerging issues both federally and provincially. 
We use this information to develop policy positions. 
We also ask questions about the job we’re doing so we 
can continually improve the work we do in advocating 
on your behalf. Here is a sampling of some of the 
results from the 1999-2000 survey compiled in 
December 1999. We thank all of you who took the 
time to respond. 


How would you rate the CTF’s overall effectiveness 
as an advocacy group? 
Excellent 2% Good 
Pah ka ae: © Poor 


. 57% 


Question: 
Do you support the 
establishment of 
private medical 


services and 
insurance to co-exist 
alongside the public 


system? 


At what level of government has the CTF been 

most effective at representing your interests? 
Pederaliss.2523...323 53% Provincial .:...:..... 46% 
Bocaire... Pee hy 


Toward what level of government should the CTF 
he focusing most of its energy? 
Fedetak %c5-ca te 82% Provincial ........... 17% 
Local: caches 1% 


Which of these do you feel is the most important 
policy area pursued by the CTF? 


Uncovering waste/identifying where to cut 


SPM irs) esse as at teas oa csened onvaaparnsancoanes 43% 
Government accountability/democratic reform 

ASSUMES es siose Reda horvensccgustnvavesnke di settee vooeeenetea ieee 23% 

Lower ‘taxes/tax re forntss..c5..00ck sicicccnvecestguncedors 20% 


Deficit/debt reduction/balanced budget laws .. 12% 
Providing policy alternatives/solutions for govern- 
TSH PPO QUAM e256; posta ashaaspduassccoasbaccsseitoneeie te 2% 


Should the federal 
government provide tax 
relief/subsidies 
to Canadian 
NHL teams? 
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If you were to pick the one single priority for any 
federal surplus, which would it be? 
Pase GINS os, «cca sk2.: 58% Debt Reduction .. 42% 
More Spending ..... 0% 


if federal taxes were to be cut, which ONE tax 
would you give the highest priority to reducing? 


Personal Ancome: Paras sah ssalisgsics ins onecdvsssenvbcvstes 61% 
GHA ae BION PAROS 5 cc .cvetrccctsuigseensisesssusecscassscncesicsa DOO 
Gea A her Lissa sates ecec sh Yass cc vos du aatsardecevunvoeciasonseens 6% 
Peep PAROS S28 Yd ci okevsnscabsnbuteccsapsvneccasdeesee 3% 
PEIN SRAM hE fou gcc axes ocakcenaasnantonssaensss biveaseavessctve 3% 
Sib SoH OLDOLALG LAKES «spcads ccs eren-csesn cgeosgaceoedecne 2% 


Overall, do you feel the current level of spending 
by the government of Canada is 


RETIN hfe cicada tc wg hy cdcUbscete cbsccescecbeshacavbencs 97% 
PU MIINT acre scar. cca th secccchowSacseocndesssvastsdaveelecie 2% 
RCMP ERIN NY gee ie osha Said sek cada sc diea ake cuaaieeeckepedoageaies 1% 


Would you be willing to pay user fees for certain 
medical services such as x-rays, blood testing, 
doctor’s visits and medical paperwork? 

a gc kaceh tivities aier ee ah ING 5c cbectigvscastedes 20% 


ae 


Question: 

If federal taxes were to be cut, 
which ONE tax W ould 

you give the 

highest 

priority 

to 
- reducing? 


Do you support the establishment of private medi- 
cal services and insurance to co-exist alongside 
the public system? 

1. ae ee enero 75% No 


Should entitlement programs (like OAS or GIS) he 
provided to all Canadians universally or provided 
to a greater extent only on the basis of need? 

Wier sey oe ois2 ee Aisa ghee ccouesess banvteeeewscceas 41% 
More on: basis: of need (io sh aie 59% 


Should the Canadian Senate be ... 


MEH EES TENG cc. cccce bs ok Seti csuabicesaecasccapsopscssbaeseodp ov teP aE 45% 
PS ci, 1's REO nee, EURO RIGS She ORO T Mie Ur Harr 54% 
FRGHUUSINNINS 148 052 aby han eles cee decree 1% 


Do you agree or disagree with the following: 


The Federal government should provide tax relief/ 
subsidies to Canadian NHL teams: 
PIBEOOP Ss coscessosdees 5% Disnanee S24 sik 95% 


The federal government should abide by a legis- 
lated schedule of national debt reduction. 
Cn a 98% Disagree ............. 2% 


All Canadians including aboriginals should be 
subject to the same taxes and tax laws. 
Agree Disagree 
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~The CTF 


ach month CTF offices handle hundreds of FEDERAL: CTF director Walter Robinson 
Be interviews, hold press conferences, appears before the House of Commons Finance 
make presentations and issue news Committee to make recommenda- 
releases and reports to advocate the ti tions on behalf of the CTF 
common interest of taxpayers. _.. “ae for budget 2000. Recom- 
January 2000 marked yet another Reqsess mendations include 


record month for your CTF communi- income tax cuts along 


cations staff: 468 media interviews Who's Really 4 with an end to 
surpassed the previous record of Our Pockets . bracket creep, an end 
430 set just two months earlier in Picking | to wasteful spending 
November. at the Pump? including billions in 
So what created the flurry of ME ELS corporate welfare 
media activity? Take the time to From Tae Toxnerne and regional 
read these next few pages and ise development 
: . : report last; to price fising and con- : 

grasp the incredible impact your year by Lib- | sumer gouging in their 4g programs and a 

' mandatory debt 
repayment schedule. 


contribution to the CTF has in eral MPsin- { own backyard. 
shaping public policy debate in vestigating {The 1999 annual aver- 
our country. the gasoline industry } age retail cost of regular 


failed todemonstrate —_{ unleaded self-serve gage F ‘ 
any illegal gas price fix- ! in Canada is 35. gator FEDERAL: “New 


ing among Canadian oil { per litre. Of tg er Century, New Payroll Taxes”. 

compainics. The gover n- | 289 cen The CTF earns headlines across 

ae the country with a release pointing 
DECEMBER ow out that modest EI tax decreases 
Ng implemented by the federal government will 
be more than offset by higher CPP.premiums that 
increase on January 1, 2000. An average Canadian 
worker earning $39,000 will pay $84.90 more in payroll 
taxes in 2000 than she did in 1999. 


NATIONAL: As prices at the 
gas pump continue to inch upward, the CTF reminds 
motorists in various editorials — including one pub- 
lished in Reader s Digest — that various taxes con- 
sume on average half the price of each litre of gaso- 


ONTARIO: Reports on municipal restructuring in 
line. 


four regions incorporate several CTF recommenda- 


SASKATCHEWAN: CTF Director Richard ee 
Truscott makes a presentation to the Interim Rate December 1999 Activity Report 


Review Panel in opposition to a rate increase _ | | 
application by SaskEnergy. The CTF reiterates its /Releases 
concern that the panel’s mandate is too narrow to 
provide for a comprehensive assessment of rates. In >a ia 
January, SaskTel announced they too would apply to Dz hia 
the panel for a rate increase. ssiactewn =| ll] 
NATIONAL: CTF representatives hold simulta- - EDP ia 
neous press conferences across the country to unveil 
billboards urging tax cuts in the 2000 federal budget. CF 5 
a 


The billboards also display the CTF’s award winning eae 


web site www.taxpayer.com where surfers can join [a ieee 
the Billion-Byte March on-line tax cut petition. 
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MTOCKEY BO 


BaTeeNas FONG,’ FRIDAY, _SAUARS 20S 


What the oe es is going on? Amat taxpayers set to let vibe fly a at PM‘ iS villi 


SPOLITICS 
might have Sorc sense knocked into bim and re~ 


spond to Canadians’ vinceral displeasure with this 
scheme,” 


tions including alternate service 
delivery, legislated property tax savings and privatiza- 
tion. The CTF successfully pushed to ensure the 
reports would be made public. CTF comment was also 
generated in December on the Ontario Auditor 
General’s report and Finance Minister Ernie Eve’s 
economic statement. 


SASKATCHEWAN/ALBERTA: High-flying 
politicians on the prairies. The CTF demands repeal 
of a decision by a committee of Alberta MLAs to 
grant themselves four taxpayer-funded flights for 
family members and “guests” each year. Meanwhile, 
in neighbouring Saskatchewan the CTF uncovers that 
costs to operate the government’s airline fleet has 
doubled in the three years between 1996 and 1999. 


JANUARY 


ALBERTA: Provincial director Mitch Gray pre- 
sented the CTF’s pre-budget submission before the 
province’s Standing Policy Committee on Finance. 
Gray pointed out that program spending has in- 
creased 29% over the past five years ~ tripling both 
inflation and population growth. The submission 
recommended indexing spending increases to 


January 2000 AcHVity Report 


inflation and population growth, 
docking the pay of the premier and cabinet in the 
event of a deficit and cutting taxes by $500 million. 


NATIONAL: Dubbing it the “St. Valentines Day 
Massacre of Taxpayers” the CTF releases a commis- 
sioned report that shows Ottawa and the provinces 
have netted a Canada-wide income tax increase of 
$90 billion over the last decade thanks to bracket 
creep. For three years the CTF has been leading the 
fight for elimination of bracket creep. This report 
represents the last alarm to be sounded before the 
upcoming federal budget. 


MANITOBA: Four groups including the CTF 
made a presentation to the Hon. Diane McGifford 
Minister of Culture, Tourism and Heritage urging 
her to ease up on the restrictive provisions of the 
province’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Act. 
In all, 25 amendments leading to more fairness, 
transparency and affordability in the aoe were 
recommended. 


NATIONAL: CTF offices react angrily to 
Ottawa’s announcement that it is prepared to offer 
$20 million in annual exchange relief to Canada’s 
six NHL franchises. Directors are inundated with 
media calls and public demands to fight the pro- 
posal. In response, the CTF announced the “Great 
Canadian Puck-Off”’ urging Canadians to send the 
Prime Minister a hockey puck stating that taxpayers 
don’t want.to play the subsidy game. One day later 
the federal government announces the withdrawal of 
its taxpayer bailout package. 


FEDERAL: The disastrous results of an audit 
inside Human Resources Development Canada is 
released suggesting that upwards of $1 billion in 
program funding is unaccounted for. Not only was 
no one in government held accountable, but senior 
managers in the department actually received 
bonuses in the wake of the audit’s findings! CTF 
directors react angrily and even investigate the 
possibility of a class action lawsuit for violation of 
the federal Financial Administration Act.@ 


What's the 


aul Martin’s budget — 
Press: on February 28, 
2000 — achieves two 
important benchmarks established 
by the Canadian Taxpayers Federa- 
tion: It eliminates bracket creep 
and reduces taxes. To juss 


be sure, thew —— 


av 


govern- 
ment’s 
claim of large 
scale tax relief 2 
is exaggerated 
several fold, but 
for the first time 
since the CTF was 
founded ten years ago, the 
federal government will 
NOT take a greater share of 
taxpayers income in the year that 
follows. 

Modest benchmarks? Abso- 
lutely. But given where taxpayers 
have been in this country over the 
past decade, it’s a start. 

The CTF has a closer look at 
this ‘start’ by examining the fine 
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print of Paul Martin’s 
seventh budget: what’s there, 
what’s not and where to go 
from here. 


wWhat’s 
There... 
On the tax front, the most 
significant measure in this 
budget is the immediate 
restoration of full-indexation 
to the tax system. This brings 
to an end the 14-year scourge 
of bracket creep which 
allowed federal and provincial 
governments to steal a 
combined $90 billion from 
the pockets of hardworking 
Canadians. 
This is the most significant 
measure of tax reform in over 
a decade and is to be ap- 
plauded. The elimination of 
bracket creep also forces 
provincial finance ministers 
to follow suit. Indeed, Alberta 
will index their tax system to 
inflation starting in 2001 and 
Ontario is musing about the 
same approach. Rest assured that 
CTF staff will keep the pressure on 
ALL provincial governments to re- 
index their tax systems to inflation. 
Some other measures in Budget 
2000 on the personal income tax 
relief side include: 


4 Lowering the middle 
income tax rate from 26% 
to 24% on July 1, 2000 and 
to 23% by 2004; 
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CTF fed the fight 
Sm fom The Ganadian " axpayers 


Federation led the fight to 
end [bracket] creep. 


Lorne Gunter, Edmonton Journal, 


Feb. 29, 2000 


¢ Raising the basic personal 
exemption to $8,000 by 
2004; 


4 Raising the middle and high 
income tax bracket thresh 
olds to $35,000 and 
$70,000 by 2004; 


4 Ending the 5% surtax for 
incomes from $65,000 to 
$85,000 effective July 
2000, with a complete 
phase-out of the surtax by 
2004; and 


¢ Reduction of the capital 
gains inclusion rate from 
75% to 66%. 


The federal government claims 
they are cutting taxes by a cumula- 
tive $58 billion over five years as 
follows (in billions): 


Personal income tax ...... $39.5 


Corporate income tax........ 4.0 
El-reductionis icc ecctescstaess 14.8 
Weta secssntyscssstcsncscausssancs $58.3 


This figure is misleading. $18 
billion (of the $39.5-billion cited in 
personal income tax relief) is due to 
ending bracket creep. To include 
this figure as part of personal tax 
relief is akin to increasing taxes by 
$10 billion, cutting them by $5 


Strange bed fellows 


Indexation is the rarest of 

y policies: both the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation and the 
left-leaning Galedon 
Institute like it. 


- William Watson, Montreal Gazette, a __ 
Feb. 29, 2000 


billion and then claiming credit for a $15 
billion tax cut! Nice try. 

On the EI front, the government has 
assumed annual 10-cent reductions per 
employee (and 14-cents per employer) 
in premiums for each $100 earned. Fair 
enough, but we must also factor in CPP 
increases (to 2003) which will result in a 
net payroll tax increase of $14 billion 
($28 billion in CPP increases less $14 
billion in EI cuts) for the five year 
period. 

The bottom line is that we’re looking 
at about $8 billion in real personal tax 
reduction and another $4 billion on the 
corporate side (no where near the $58- 
billion they claim). The government says 
that their tax relief measures are a 
“minimum”. Darn right it’s the mini- 
mum. Ottawa continually underestimates 
its surpluses and it will surely have room 
to cut more taxes next year as revenues 
continue to flow into the treasury. 


what's Not 
There... 

Program spending (with debt servicing 
charges) is estimated to hit $157 billion 
for the 1999/2000 fiscal year, a full $3.3 
billion more than estimated at the 
beginning of the year even though debt 
servicing charges have dropped by $1 
billion and EI payments are down by $1.5 


Don't count on it 
Co foe There may well be a suddenly 
ae mute Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation who will no longer 
be able to bleat every other week 
about bracket creep. 


- Hugh Windsor, The Globe and Mail 
Feb. 29, 2000 
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| An Inside Look ut How it Happened | 


is now dead. Many in the media credit the CTF for 

leading the fight in ending Bracket Creep in this year’s 
budget. The reality is that the credit goes to the supporters of the 
CTF. It was you who wrote letters, signed petitions and contributed 
financially to our campaign efforts. 

Here is a behind-the-scenes chronology of how it all unfolded. 

@ In April 1997, a federal pre-election feature in The Tax- 
payer details the various party positions on taxes. The CTF points 
out the income-eroding effect of bracket creep. 

@ In the fall of 1997, the CTF begins sounding the alarm 
regularly in our weekly Lets Talk Taxes commentaries that are sent to 
hundreds of elected politicians and over 800 editors, talk-show 
hosts, columnists, reporters (TV, radio, 
print, wire, and web) across the country. 
The Federation attacked bracket creep as 
an income-killing tax. 

@ In pre-budget submissions to the 
federal and provincial finance ministers in 
1998, 1999 and 2000, CTF representatives 
attack bracket creep as a “stealth” tax. 
Columnists and media personalities were 
beginning to take note and report on the 
issue. 

@ Inhis June 1998 submission to the Alberta Tax Review 
Committee, then Alberta director Mark Milke recommended 
Alberta de-link from the federal tax system and end bracket creep 


T= biggest automatic tax increase of the last two decades 


Federal Let's Talk Taxes commentaries 
on Bracket Creep 


CIF Ottawa office commentaries dedicated to or mentioning bracket creep 
from July 1, 1997 to present 


February 19, February 26, July 3, October 15, October 23, 
November 27, December 10 


January 9, February 5, February 12, February 25, April 22, 
July 21, August 11, September 2, October 5 


February 7, February 12, February 24, March 3 


7 TF's top complaint 
Ge fee Bracket creep has been the 
Y top complaint of the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation, a national 
lobby that has grown increasingly 
influential. 


~ Barbara Yatfe, Vancouver Sun, 
Feb. 29, 2000 


billion. 

It appears that Ottawa hasn’t learned a 
single lesson from the HRDC Shovelgate 
fiasco. After factoring out CPP and EI 
programs, HRDC’s program spending is 
forecast to increase by $500 million 
from $2.3 billion this year to $2.8 
billion in 2000/2001. It’s expected to 
jump another $200 million to $3.0 
billion by 2001/2002. You have to 
wonder where the money will go? Will it 
be more boardwalks to nowhere or grants 
given to build Wal-Marts and Dairy 
Queens? 

Even when debt servicing costs are 
factored out, program spending is 
forecast at $116 billion for 2000/2001 
then it jumps by $5.5 billion (at a 
minimum) in 2001/2002 to $121.5 
billion. 

The government is using the surplus 
of over-taxation to ramp up spending 
instead of returning those tax dollars to 
Canadians and reallocating its spending 
within existing budget envelopes — from 
areas like corporate welfare or job 
creation schemes. | 

Apart from increased spending, debt 
reduction — or the lack thereof — is the 
other big black mark in Budget 2000. 
Ottawa has opted to grow its way out of 
debt by holding out declining debt-to- 
GDP ratio as its best strategy to reduce 
the $576.8 billion debt. 

Paul Martin’s strategy is akin to an 


Hounding for years 
oe 


The budget got a nod from 

y the Canadian Taxpayers 

Federation who've been hounding 

Martin for years ... for an end to 
bracket creep. @aaam 

- Tom Brodbeck, Winnipeg Sun, j 
Feb. 29, 20007 
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to protect taxpayers. In February 1999, Stockwell Day became the 
first Canadian politician to declare that bracket creep would end as 
soon as Alberta de-linked from the federal tax system. 

@ In February 1999, Manitoba director Victor Vrsnik put 
together a comprehensive easy-to-understand guide on bracket 
creep called “The ABC’s of Bracket Creep” which showed how 
bracket creep was pulling in over $10 billion a year in extra federal 
taxes, and another $2.5 billion in extra provincial taxes. Opinion 
pieces in Canada’s major newspapers along with talk-show hosts 
across the country were beginning to bash : : 
bracket creep again and again. “Bracket 
creep” had moved from economic depart- 
ments and accountants’ offices to political 
commentary. Victor updated the study and 
re-released it one year later in February of 
this year. 

@ In news releases and commentaries 
to media outlets across the country, the 
CTF continued to pound against this tax as 
unfair and undemocratic (a yearly tax 
increase without a vote in Parliament or the 
provincial legislatures). 

@ On March 17, 1999, the CTF 
awarded its first-ever lifetime achievement 
Teddy to former Conservative Finance 


Federal Media Interviews on Bracket Creep 
By CTF Ottawa office only from July 1, 1997 to present 


190 - 96 interviews were prior to the budget and 94 were post 
budget until February 29, 2000 


Federal News Releases dedicated to 


eliminating Bracket Creep 
CTF Ottawa office releases July 1, 1997 to present 


February 16, February 18, February 25, April 28, 
June 22, June 29, October 21, November 2, 
December 1, December 9, December 10 


4 (3 months) January 6, February 9, February 14, February 28 


important victory 
6m Se Organizations fincluding] 
’ the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation were united on 
the vital importance of full 
indexation. 


- Lead Editorial, National Post, 
Feb. 29, 2000 


ordinary taxpayer going to the bank and 
telling his banker not to worry about his 
big mortgage, maxed-out line of credit, 
and mounting credit card bills because 
he’s expecting a 15% raise next year 
which will make the relative size of his 
debt smaller when compared to his 
salary. The bank manager would say, “I 
don’t give a rootie poo what sort of 
raise you’re expecting, pay your bills 
and get out of debt on a set schedule.” 

Yet the feds continue to set aside a 
paltry $3 billion per year for debt 
reduction if, and only if, it’s not needed 
for spending. Meanwhile, we continue 
to pay $42 billion a year ($115 million 
a day) in debt servicing charges. Next 
year, 26-cents of every tax dollar sent 
to Ottawa will be wasted on debt 
interest. At this pace, it will take over 
150 years to pay down the debt. 


Underestimated surpluses and 
reallocating existing (as opposed to 
new) spending will provide room for 
meaningful tax relief in the future. But 
we need to focus on both the taxes of 
today and the taxes of tomorrow. Our 
national debt represents a deferred tax 
burden that is nothing short of 
intergenerational tax evasion. In the 
coming year, your CTF will focus on 
getting the feds to prioritize their 
spending and to implement a mandatory 


and legislated debt retirement schedule. 


Can we do it? 
Of course we can. This budget’s 
announcement of the demise of bracket 
creep is proof positive that taxpayers 
can have a powerful and tangible impact 
on shaping public policy.@ 


THE TAXPAYER 


| An Inside Look at How it Happened | 


Minister Michael Wilson who 
imposed Bracket Creep on 
working Canadians in 1986. 
The CTF presents the Teddies 
annually to honour the worst 
examples of government 
waste and over-taxation. 

@ In spring 1999, the 
CTF decided it was time to 
mount a national campaign 
against this killer tax. In front 
of a packed press conference 
in October 1999, federal 
director Walter Robinson 
stood in front of 9,400 shiny 
new loonies and said that this is what bracket creep has cost a 
$40,000 income earner since 1989! The next day, pictures of 
Walter and his golden loonies appeared in newspapers across the 
country. An on-line tax cut petition dubbed the Billion-Byte March 
and nation-wide billboard advertising campaign followed. 

@ In February 2000, after three years of campaigning and 
mobilizing public opposition, Paul Martin killed bracket creep and 
promised tax brackets would move up with inflation from now on. 
Canada’s taxpayers won an important and long-lasting victory. ™ 


Federal News Releases dedicated to 


eliminating Bracket Creep 
CTF Ottawa office releases July 1, 1997 to present 


RE ar Rae 
.— lc February 25, October 14, November 16, November 
25 


February 16, February 18, February 25, April 28, 
June 22, June 29, October 21, November 2, 
December |, December 9, December 10 


4 (3 months) January 6, February 9, February 14, February 28 


Other CTF Ottawa office activities on Bracket Creep 
July 1, 1997 to present 


THE TAXPAYER 


CIF Produ 
Code Blue 


by David Gratzer 
Code Blue cuts through the mumbo jumbo surrounding 
Canada’s vaunted health care monopoly. 


$19.95 = 


discount 
orders of 5 
“A gepsnnati by Charles Adams 
\ pepe inde ai wart fitstary. i dans} makes x > e , 
SEAS WHY Tend tee Smee tou Canadian Charles Adams delivers the 
hal : > definitive examination on how taxes have 


shaped the course of civiliaiton. 


$25.50 


Our Home or Native Land? 
by Mel Smith, QC 
Learn the cost and implications of land claims, treaties, 
the folly of Nunavut, and government concessions on 
native programs. 


$19.95 


. 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


Please Send Me: 

__ Copies of Code Blue @ $19.95 @8 ....ecceccesesesesseseseeeees 
____ Copies of For Good and Evil @ $25.50 oo... eessesseseseeeees 
| _____ Copies of Our Home or Native Land @ $19.95 ..........0000 
i _____ Tax me, I’m Canadian cap(s) @ $13.00 ...... ee eeeseees 


Tax me, I’m Canadian T-shirt(s) @ $18.00 .........cccsscceseeee 
L_JLarge [_}XLarge [_]} XXX large (add $2 for XX Large) 


Breit G84. 95 ice sonssnsercennessresceusnennee 
[_] Medium {_}Large [_} XLarge [_) XX Large (add $3 for XX Large) 


Ay I MEAT COST OF CRUE sn... cies Snocnscsouteseconstrsaagenoeabsadenenvunuseco st fivviowhainas 


cermentt 
1s dome 


yous Ht 


What &° 


Less 10% discount for purchases of five or more item ...........0. 
PUI TPO RIE osoce can’ chinusnscgpisusssousebedseniieshy ca foellatad fats oridiiosh aw eieak 


Saskatchewan residents add 6% PST on cap & shirt orders only .. 


sss ci se eh nr er nl rs gate 
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Denim Shirt 


100% cotton, long sleeve, two pockets, embroi- 
dered CTF logo. Available in small, medium, 
large, X large and XX large ($3.00 for XX large) 


$34.95 


Tax me, I’m Canadian Cap 


Black, 100% cotton, brass sizer, 
embroidered 


$13.00 , 


Tax me, I'm Canadian 
T-shirt 
Black 100% heavy preshrunk cotton 


available in large, X-large and XX 
large (add $2.00 for XX large) 


$18.00 


Tax me 0. 
tm Candy: 


Canadian Taxp2ye® a. ‘or é 


BEOSIGIO CNAME SUNOTT 5 casessecencecsscascosascnccccdadecshavancpvestusverlassrdetoes 


Add 50 cents postage for each additional item ............ceeseseeeeseees 


TOtal ORO cs fais. RE Layee eee ee ny i Me ee eer ; 
Method of payment: (_j MasterCard [JVisa [Jj Cheque 
(Make cheques payable to the Canadian Taxpayers Federation) I 
Name: . 
Address: | 
Town'City: | Prov: PC: I 
Name on Card: Exp. date: ee 
Visa/MasterCard #: 


Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Send your order to: The Canadian : 
Taxpayers Federation - #105-438 Victoria Ave. East, Regina, Sask S4N 0N7 


Fax: 1-800-465-4464 or Ph: 1-800-667-7933 | 
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Why it's time BC tackled its 


The History of Debt — BC Style: 

Back in 1970, BC’s total 
taxpayer-supported debt was $622 
million, and “self-supporting” debt 
(that of crown corporations and 
other entities) was $1.661 billion, 
for a total debt of almost $2.3 
billion dollars. Thirty years later, the 
taxpayer-supported debt has 
exploded to $25.3 billion while the 
“self-supporting” debt stands at $9.1 
billion, for total provincial debt of 
$34.4 billion. 

Back in 1970, only 27.2% of the 
total debt was taxpayer-supported 
while the remaining — at least in 
theory — was self-supporting debt. 
Now, fully 74% of the debt falls on 
the shoulders of taxpayers, while 
26% is self-supporting. 

In truth of course, the technical 
difference between “taxpayer- 


supported” debt and “self- 
supporting” debt is more a mirage 
than reality. Taxpayers - either 
through direct taxes, higher than 
necessary fees or the possible 
assumption of a crown agency’s debt 
- are on the hook to pay it off. The 
BC Ferry Corporation’s unwieldy 
$1.3 billion debt is a prime example. 
And because many crown 
corporations are virtual monopolies 
(ICBC for example,) when taxpayers 
put on their “consumer” hat, they 
will not be able to shop around for a 
better price. They are trapped by 
BC’s public debt regardless of which 
politician or bureaucrat ran it up. 


BC Deficits and Surpluses From 
1970-1999: 


BC’s politicians used to be better 


BC's Deficits & Surpluses 


(Consolidated Revenue Fund) 


A Decade by Decade Guide 


1970-1979 


1980-1989 


990-1999 


2000-2003" 


* Forecast: BC Minister of Finance, Budget 2000: Choices and Challenges Sources: 1999 British 
Columbia Financial and Economic Review, Third Quarterly Report 1999, Budget 2000: Choices and 


Challenges 


nll Bi, 


2002. 


Deficit years: 2000, 2001, 
2003 


at controlling the debt. 
Between 1970 and 1979, BC 
governments ran surpluses in eight 
years and deficits in only two (1975 
and 1976.) In the 1980s, that pattern 
was reversed. Deficits were run in all 
but the first and last years of that 
decade 1980 and 1989.) In the 1990s, 
only one surplus was recorded and it 
was in the very first year of this 
decade -1990. 


The Future: 

The future for BC is still red, as 
in ink. The Summary Accounts 
deficit is forecast to increase by 
over $1.2 billion, while Total 
Provincial Debt will increase by 
$2.5 billion.) According to the BC 
Ministry of Finance, deficits can 
now be expected until at least 2003, 
by which point, British Columbia 
will have run deficits for 13 
consecutive years. 


The Debt Excuses: 


The excuses BC’s politicians 
have given for the increased 
debt generally fall in the 
following categories: 


@ Deficits ‘protect’ healthcare 
and education 


@ Government debt is similar to 
a personal mortgage 


BBC still has one of lowest 
debts per capita when compared 
with other provinces 


@ Ottawa is to blame because of 
reduced transfer payments 


@ The ‘Asian flu’ is to blame 


Let’s look at each. 


Do Deficits Protect Healthcare? 

Deficits do not protect 
healthcare and education, or any 
other taxpayer-financed program. A 
growing debt means a larger share of 
tax dollars must be devoted to 
paying interest on the debt. For 
example, almost $2.5 billion was 
paid in interest on the Total Public 
Debt in 1999. That compares to 
$1.75 billion in 1992. (Similarly, 
interest on Taxpayer 


Supported Debt rose from $1.1 billion 
in 1992 to $1.7 billion in 1999.) If we 
use just the Taxpayer Supported 
Debt interest as a guide, there is now 
$600 million less per year to devote 
to healthcare, education, tax cuts or 
any combination of the three. 
Chronic deficits do not protect 
taxpayers or the programs they pay 
for, they do just the opposite. 
Chronic deficits destroy the ability to 
deliver either core government 
services or tax relief. 


A Mortgage? 

Unlike personal debt where one 
leverages debt (for a car or a house) 
against one’s own future income, 
and one receives both the benefit 

(the car or house) of the debt and 
the cost (the interest on the debt 
which cannot be spent 
elsewhere,) government debt 
delivers goods and services to 
one generation, but hands the 
bill to future taxpayers, 
including those not yet 
born. 
It would be as if'a 


BC’s Total Provincia 


1986-2000 


$8.9 
billion 


1988. 1990 


Sources: 1998 year - BC Financial and Econamic Review: 2000 year - Third iii 
Quarterly Report. Fer fiscal years ended March 31 * Estimate 


a Total provincial debt 


1994 1996 1988 


($344) 


ee Taxpayer supported debt 


2000" 


parent made only partial payments 
on the food consumed by a family for 
eighteen years, only to hand the 
children a bill years later for the 
remaining unpaid amount (plus 
interest). BC’s taxpayers are paying 
for services delivered long ago, i.e., a 
kidney transplant in 1991 or a welfare 
cheque delivered in 1982. 

Deficits incurred for 
infrastructure purposes are no 
different. Bridges and roads must 
always be built. The only question is 
whether taxpayers will pay the 
money up front as required, or down 
the road with interest. Borrowing 
presumes upon the income of future 
taxpayers and is a transfer of wealth 
from one generation to another. 


BC’s Debt Vis-a-Vis Other 
Provinces 

The excuse that BC still has a 
lower debt than some other 
provinces lacks historical memory, 
perhaps on purpose. The party 
currently in power vociferously 
opposed the 1983 restraint program 
enacted by a previous government. 
Were it not for that restraint 
program, BC’s current debt 
would be even higher. 
| BC does indeed have a 
lower debt per capita 
when compared with some 
(though not all) other 
provinces. But it is the 
direction that counts, and 
most other provinces has 
made a concerted effort to 
eliminate their annual 
deficits. 

BC has been heading 
in the opposite direction, 
and quickly. The current 
government has not 
produced a single 
budget surplus since 
taking the reigns of 
power in 1991, and that 
despite real economic 
growth in every single 
year in the 1990s, ranging 
from 0.2% in 1998 to 


growth as high as 4.0% in 1993. 
(Source: Budget 2000: Choices and 
Challenges, BC Ministry of Finance, 
November 1999.) 


Ottawa or Asia’s Fault? 


BC’s politicians have long blamed 
the Asian economic flu and reduced 
transfer payments from Ottawa for 
BC’s budget woes. The blame game 


is now old, and there is no better way 


to demonstrate that than a 
comparison with Alberta. Similar 
economic problems and declining 
federal transfer payments during the 
same period hit that province. 


The Asian Flu and Low Oil Prices 
Several years ago, Alberta was hit 
by much lower oil prices at 
precisely the same time BC was 
affected by the Asian economic flu. 
Both provinces saw natural resource 
revenues drop: Alberta’s drop from 
fiscal year 97-98 to 98-99 was 
40%. BC suffered through a much 
smaller 16.7% drop. Same story for 
overall provincial own-source 
revenues: Alberta’s revenues slid by 
8.3%, whereas BC’s own-source 
revenues only declined by 1.2%. 


Transfer Payments 
Similarly, BC’s 
budget woes cannot be 
blamed on Ottawa, at 
least in comparison 
with Alberta. Since the 
93-94 budget year, 
Ottawa’s transfer 
payments to Alberta 
declined more sharply, 
and for four straight 
years, when compared 
with BC, which had 
payments reduced only 
for three consecutive 


at the height of federal transfers to 
BC in 94-95. Alberta, meanwhile, will 
receive $560 million less than it did 
back in 93-94, the peak of its federal 
transfers from Ottawa. In any case, 
the debate over transfer payments 
misses the point that there is only 
one taxpayer, regardless of whether 
that tax is sent to Ottawa or Victoria. 
BC has an addiction to spending that 
has never been reigned in. 

Alberta’s revenues have always 
been more volatile (and in fact also 
dropped back in 95-96 while BC’s 
rose) but have produced budget 
surpluses since 1994. Alberta’s 
government has been able to weather 
such swings due to deep budget 
cuts in the early and mid-1990s. BC 
has never chosen the path of fiscal 
restraint in the 1990s and as a result 
has never produced a balanced 
budget. So how do we dig ourselves 
out of the debt trap? Look for the 
July/August issue of The Taxpayer 
for the CTF’s recommended 
solutions to BC’s debt trap. 


July/August |ssue of The 
Taxpayer: Solutions to BC’s 
Debt Crisis 


Transfers from the federal government 


in Millions of $ 
96-97 97-98 


Fiscal Years Ending March 31, - 


93-94 94-95 95-96 98-99° ea 0°" 


Difference from -440 

previous year 

% difference from -18.4 
the previous year 


2,090 1,748 1,351 1,180 1,335 1,528 


years. 
In this current 
budget year (99-00), 
BC will receive only 
nine million less from 
Ottawa than it did back 


Difference from 
previous year 


% difference from -12.5 -22.7 -12.6 

previous year 

* Estimated Forecast Sources: British Columbia Financial and Economic Review 1999, BC Budget Reports 1999, BC Third Quarterly Reports 1999, 
Government of Alberta Fiscal Plan 1999, Alberta Third Quarter Update 1999. 


MAKING VOTES COUNT 


CONFERENCE 
May 13, 2000 


Italian Cultural Centre, Vancouver, BC 


Why? 

There is widespread unhappiness with government. 
People feel disconnected from the political process. 
Our voting system wastes most votes, and many 
vote for candidates they don’t really want for fear of 

wasting their vote. Government majorities are 
typically manufactured. The system gives 100% of 
the political power to a party most voters don’t 
favour. 

As British Columbians search for government that 
is more democratic, responsive, and representative, 
and less wasteful, the MAKING VOTES COUNT 
conference aims to contribute workable solutions to 
modernize the electoral system. 


How? 


This conference will bring together academics, 
politicians, activists, and interested citizens. In 
addition to the luncheon speaker and panelists, 
twelve academic papers selected by the program 
committee will be presented. Come, help find 
solutions! 


Sponsors: 


Fair Voting BC, a society of citizens, is dedicated 
to promoting a public referendum on changing the 
voting system. www.corp.direct.ca/news/ 
fair.voting.be. 


ECCO-BC, a coalition of political parties and 
non-government organizations, has the same aim. 
www.ecco.be.ca. 


Sponsored by: 

Fair Voting BC 

Electoral Change Coalition of BC 
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation 


[Pee ee ee es es es es es ee ee es ee es ee 


i Registration Form 


Name: 


Address: 


Number of persons 
$50.00 


Total: 


Registration fee includes lunch & 
refreshments. Please make cheque payable 
to Fair Voting BC 


Mail form and payment to: 
Fair Voting BC, 
103-9260 Number 2 Road, 
Richmond, BC V7E 2C8 


For more information: 
Ph: (604) 274-3868 


ee re re ee ee ee ee 


ineteen ninety-three was a watershed year 
Ne the Canadian Taxpayers Federation. It 

was in that year that the CTF had its first 
unqualified victory by single-handedly bringing down the 
outrageously generous taxpayer-funded Alberta MLA 
pension plan. CTF members will likely remember the 
on-camera verbal jousting match between then CTF 
Alberta Director Jason Kenney and Premier Klein over 
the plan’s massive pay-outs. The premier finally gave in, 
eliminating the plan altogether in order to save the 
proverbial life of his party. 

But what a difference seven years makes. After 
showing remarkable restraint and fiscal rectitude for 
the first couple of years of their mandate the Klein 
administration has been backsliding into the days of 
perks before principles. Here are some examples of 
how our MLAs are losing their way. 


MLA travel 


Pining for the old days, MLAs have begun to 
reinstate the perks of office that once brought derision 
down upon their heads. The latest addition to the pork 
barrel is a move to provide all 83 MLAs with up to four 
flights a year for family members and other “guests”. 

There is, of course, no value to taxpayers whatsoever 
in removing the ban on taxpayer-funded flights for 
politicians’ friends. Taxpayers will be forced to 
shell out hundreds of thousands of dollars with 
absolutely no benefit accruing to Albertans. 

The new policy is also open to 
abuse. Anyone can be considered a 
“guest” and, as we know from 
experience, MLAs often 

use their travel 
budgets to mix 
business and 
pleasure. 


to fit: 


Tax Free Allowance 

In 1998 MLAs decided to give themselves a 5% pay- 
hike and index all future salary increases to the annual 
change in the average weekly earnings of Albertans. The 
current basic indemnity is $39,276. That might not 
sound like a heck ofa lot, but the basic salary only tells 
part of the story. 

The second chapter in the story is the MLA Tax Free 
Allowance ($19,638) making a third of an MLAs total 
salary ($58,914) tax free. An average working Albertan 
would have had to have made over $71,000 to achieve a 
salary equivalent to that ofan MLA. 

And because the Allowance is indexed along with the 
basic indemnity, the amount of tax-free income MLAs 
receive grows larger and larger every year. 

There is absolutely no reason for MLAs to have a 
salary tax exemption unavailable to the rest of us. The 
Allowance should be repealed so that MLAs get a real 
feeling for the tax burden faced by the average Albertan. 


Re-establishment Allowance 
The pension plan may be gone, but Alberta’s MLAs 
have found another way to get a golden handshake — it’s 
called the Re-establishment Allowance. The Allowance 
is a severance package that can pay out over 
$120,000 — double what it was before 
1998. 
And to add insult to injury some 
MLAs can still collect pensions 
accumulated under the old 
scheme and also take the re- 
establishment allow- 


ance. 

These are just a few examples of how our MLAs have 
lost touch with taxpayers. Albertans don’t begrudge 
their elected representatives a decent salary and good 


working conditions, but it’s hard to place trust in a 
system that hides the true value of salaries, allows for 
the travel of “guests” or replaces one pension with 
another. It’s time to crawl back out of the trough. @ 


NALAN Kemuneration 


Effective April 


n accordance with a decision of the Special 

Standing Committee on Members’ Services on 

October 5, 1998, components of Member 

remuneration are to be adjusted on April 1 of 
each year by the same percentage increase or decrease as 
in the Average Weekly Earnings for Alberta as reported 
by Statistics Canada survey of employment payroll and 
hours for the immediately preceding calendar year. 

The table below summarizes the resulting 
adjustments effective April 1, 1999 based on the 2.44% 
change in Alberta Average Weekly Earnings from 1997 
to 1998*. (The remuneration figures have been rounded 
for pay administration purposes.) 


MLA Indemnity & Allowance 


/ndemnities/allowances Annual Remuneration 


PERE SPAGPENG ERISA coos c code ca ch oe ocelascsseaecpacsauauseutakaerse $39,276 
MLA Tax Free Allowance ...........cccccscssecssessesees $19,638 
SBUNEADE ice caso nassau teachacbodisoethccauuasintdosrastetetincuvenske $58,914 


Additional Indemnity 


(for offices other than MLA) 


/ndemnities and Allowances Annual Remuneration 


(STS aha Ati ot IU Ra aR er. $61,320 
SRE RR cal oa ip aly ese rene $48,204 
Minister with portfolio .......2...........ccccceccsssesenees $48,204 
Minister without portfolio ............cceeceeeeeeees $21,420 
Leader of the Official Opposition .................... $48,204 
Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees . $24,102 
Deputy Chairman of Committees ...0..0........ $12,051 
Leader of a recognized opposition party .......... $21,420 


Special Member's 
Allowances 


Indemnities and Allowances 

Annual Remuneration 

Official Opposition House 
Beane gant eO $10,248 

Third Party House Leader ...... 


Chief Government Whip ............s:sccccccscsessesesesseneees $8,196 
Assistant Government Whip ...........::ccssessecesseseeseee $6,144 
Chief Opposition: Whips isis... .005d2,ceieaaeheseizaseccece $6,144 
Assistant Opposition Whip ..........ccccscssseeeereeseneees $5,124 
RMITIS AITY NVLLND cso esvakscessscsccvancr douse pieatiicastsecaonhen $5,124 


COMMITTEE ALLOWANCES 


Committees of the Assembly) 


/ndemnities and Allowances Annual Remuneration 
Committee Members’ Allowance (per claim) 


Tip to forte Hours LOM 5s. occ. ccciedy cesses jesenddontantes $102.40 
HOUif’ TOCCHOTEBOUES  <..-55-<5<c0sc-ccedesayee unpabsdooaes $169.00 
Longer than eight hours ...............scesecsesesseeees $266.30 
Committee Chairmen’s Allowance 
Committee A (per month) .....:5.5..lscdcetieessedescoete $358.50 
Committee B (per claim) 
Up: to: four hours long. ..2:.-3\ geste ees $35.90 
Four to: eight bouts 2.65.2, nccaiscosccoscrspeeaeentenae ds $66.60 


Longer than eight hours +:..;...:.<.i camino $107.60 
* Average weekly earnings (including overtime) of all employees, forms of all 
sizes, by industry, 1980 SIC, unadjusted data, Alberta, monthly and annual. 


Policy of Spouse/Family 
Member/Guest Travel 
(Effective April 1, 2000) 


Under what conditions may travel expenses be 
claimed? When an 
eligible claimant 


accompanies a Member to or joins a Member, 1. in 
Edmonton, 2. In any other part of Alberta when the trip 
is related to the Member’s public or official business. 

Who is eligible? The spouse, family member, or guest 
of a Member of the Legislative Assembly. 


Report of 


POLY VL CORI A INO T OSG coi sasicsesieccsacedsecincnensstacssnevesteesie 18,990 
Barrett, P., Edmonton-Highlands ................cccccescesecseeeeeeseeeee 6,578 
Blakeman, L., Edmonton-Centre ... Res) 
Bonner, B., Edmonton-Glengarry ... -... 8,493 
Boutilier, GC., Fort MCMurray «...........:cccscessescecesesseereesees 13,862 
BSTC, D9 ig ORO WAC =i Gigs sacs seve saste,ctse.scesetcecevesenctcesueesstevde 19,593 
POURGRIET NASR AID AL URC UITIS ......cossapssecsyaocccansedeacccteseses 21,344 
Calahasen, P. The Hon., Lesser Slave Lake ... .. 12,428 
REA Wig are EPROM sor ¥ 5005s can ococnsescesavabeaccassdespeviceseasece 11,912 
Cardinal, M. The Hon., Athabasca-Wabasca ..............-.... 39,057 
Carlson; DD. RemoritonaB ers lic. cias sas. socesesicanvecasyecentecee 9,560 
MOAR Os AE MUIDV MEIN or 6nd casa Fe onisoa2 sqeseatoniseSsecsveaenixe SIG LID 
Coutts, D., Livingstone-Macleod ... .+2+. 24,879 
ERB 35 e A RAO ac R PERRI Sol 2h inas cdiaiversastcosenceadesqonsvas SDpROU 
Dickson, R.G., Calgary Buffalo ...............ssccccsccssessseeeseeees 399778 
DoerksensVs, Red Deere Soh. 32 laces ccsnnsctscinesscscoesteonss 6,737 
Ducharme, D., Bonnyville-Cold Lake ..............:cccccseeseeeees 16,510 
Dunford, C., Lethbridge- West 17,680 
ES VANS, 1: ARSE WOO EUR cs (aise. ccsccsdecsesserscersesesssacensetanecass 2OOSD 
Fischer, FAs WARIO siscecacts lecsctsctsccesanessacodacecceseqoerg 2L,9O1 
Forsyth, H., Calgary-Fish Creek ....0.....ccs.sccssccsscssssssceeseceeess 2,878 
Priedel; GPeace River oes csicivs civsdsnsssevanedes ..- 27,410 
Fritz, ¥.5 Calera Grogs ot acu sss codcbevcett ite iss Givecestassdeteed « 12,383 
Gibbons, E., Edmonton-Manning .............c:cescesseeeseeneeeteees 10,258 
Gordon, Feb acgmbesStettler esac. 2. occas sssecentsocqdeasacdectsastearen 8,069 
Graham, M., Calgary-Lougheed .... .-. 20,220 
Haley, C., Airdrie-Rocky View ...........:.sccsscssceersscceseeseeeses 16,626 
Hancock, D.G. the Hon., Edmonton-Whitemud ................ 30,762 
Havelock, J. The Hon., Calgary-Shaw ............ccssccsesseeeress 3,516 
Heard; 2s; Caled ge ora Orih cay, csvserces:cosestitvovscduocccepedseesdes 14,751 
Hierath, R., Cardston-Taber- Warner .... .» 42,558 
Hlady, M., Calgary-Mountain View ...... \ivciatass eee 
Jacques, W., Grande Prairie- Wapiti ...... 16,067 
Johnson, L., Wetaskiwin-Camrose .........:.c:ecceseeseeeeeeeeeeees 11,627 
Jonson, H.C. The Hon., Ponoka-Rimbey ............::0c0000e28 16,146 
Mi TAOSUOINN, Pig ESOT dee an, Cet ahaa tac cs sokods Sieg asnechycdibanddsnbboitos 7,108 
Klein, R. Premier, Calgary-Elbow...............0000++ 7,729 
Kowalski, K.R. The Hon., Barrhead-Westlock ............000++ 

Rrvyorra, Kos Calsary-West .5..5,..63iso.ccccsecesccccucducbovestuetioes 

EMIT eR RIB ALY BOW fic scacdicscccosisecsssessceocediseescturcnyoreeeete 


Langevin, P., Lac La Biche-St. Paul ........ 
Leibovici, K., Edmonton-Meadowlark 
Lougheed, R., Clover Bar-Fort Saskatchewan ................... 9,259 


of Trave DENSE Paid to MEMDES 0 


For the ct ended March 31, 


What is paid by the Legislative Assembly? Reasonable 
living and travelling expenses of the spouse, family 
member or guest. 

What is the maximum number of trips claimable? 

Four trips in any one fiscal year (April 1 to March 31). 


the Legislature 


Lund, T.O. The Hon., Rocky Mountain House .............04+ 19,571 
MacBeth, N., Edmonton-McClung ............:ccsceseeseeseersennees 15,681 
MacDonald, H., Edmonton-Gold-Bar ....0.....cccceseeeeeeeeeeee 7,896 
Magnus, R., Calgary-North Hill ...........:cccesscsessseseeesseneeees 20,982 
Mar, G. The Hon., Calgary-Nose Creek ............::csseseeeeees 34,823 
Marz, R., Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills ...........cccceeseeseeseeeees 14,263 
Massey, D. Dr., Edmonton-MillwWoods ...........:sccceeseeeeeeeeee 1,631 
McClellan, S. The Hon., Drumheller-Chinook 14,629 
MeFarland:| By Bitte Owl Au lsiicene ccc iussccnctiasees ... 27,669 
Melchin, G., Calgary-North West ............sssscsssseseesseeenses 13,253 
Mitchell, G., Edmonton-McClung ............cceccscseeesseesseensteneeeees 872 
Nelson, P. The Hon., Calgary-Foothills ..... 38,294 
Nicol, K. Dr., Lethbridge East ..............:cce 19,776 
Oberg, L.K. Dr. The Hon., Strathmore-Brooks ...............+ 40,797 
PET ea Ls Diag tat PA OUR 23 at outa ae Gasionneroiaseaheh gion sMan boven tutes Riagiy 6415 
Olsen, S., Edmonton-Norwo0d ..........::.csscsccsssceseenssssceeeesnes 8,605 
Pannu, R. Dr., Edmonton-Strathcona «0.0.0.5... cesseeeeeeeeeeeeee 8,104 
Paszkowski, W. The Hon., Grande Prairie-Smoky ........... 17,833 
Paul, P., Edmonton-Castledownss .........csccsssssesesecscegentsseneees 6,950 
Pham; ELK. Calbarty-MOntrose s.i.55.0.0ts,.s0scscudtalelccveynsntais 13,005 
Renuer, Bot Medio iia at sis ocscreisesssovickpepebesctzauccsersdeuivans 15,819 
Sapers, H., Edmonton-Glenora ..............:ccsescessssssceseseeeees 9,988 
Severtson, G., Innisfail-Sylvan Lake ........ccceeseeseeeeeeeees 16,729 
Shariff, S., Calgary-MCCall oo ..nc....-cscscacctstacgeesecossensonedhyeuce 21,688 
Sloan, L., Edmonton-Riverview ..........:..:csecsssecsesesseeeseeencens 9.214 
Smith, M. The Hon., Calgary-Varsity ........ccccssseseseseeeees 21,213 
Soetaert, C., Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert ............... 12,466 
Stelmach, E. The Hon., Vegreville-Viking .......... cece 33,125 
Stevens, R., Calgary-Glenmore............ci.cc.csssthecossessesessurene 10,693 
Strand. West Yellowhead a. .7.5...c..cettecdtne hetacctssveteseeaesy 12,502 
WetHAS | TE ERG WOO ai csca 2s sass ig ccedcnteassuscsantvacnicenssaneti 13,704 
Tarchuk, J., Bam Cochrane: 22st ccs Seacsesestacscttoevanes 17,398 
Taylor, L. The Hon., Cypress-Medicine Hat ..............::0000 14,594 
Thurber, T., Drayton Valley-Calmar ...........cccccscceseseeeeeeeees 19,563 
Trynchy, P., Whitecourt-Ste. ANNE .......cccecceseeeseseeseneens 18,031 
West, S. The Hon., Vermillin-Lloydminster .............::csceee 13,292 
White, L., Edmonton-Calmar «0.0... .ceceeeseeseeseeeeeeeeeeeees 10,798 
Wickman, P., Edmonton-Rutherford ..........c. eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 6,481 
Woloshyn, S. The Hon., Stony Plain 2.0.0... cseeeeeeeeeeeteeee 1,765 
Yankowsky, J., Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview .......-.:++18 10,537 
Zwozdesky, G. The Hon., Edmonton-Mill Creek ..............+ 5,879 


A Tale of Two. 


dmonton’s Mayor Bill Smith and Calgary’s 
| Bree Al Duerr are both very intelligent, very 
capable politicians. So why do they seem so 
happy to gouge taxpayers every chance they get? 

Their latest grab for cash involves the provincial 
Hotel Room Tax. Alberta first introduced the Hotel 
Room Tax in 1987, ostensibly to reduce the province’s 
ever expanding deficit. The tax, of course, did nothing to 
abate the deficit as the Getty administration pushed full 
steam ahead on a course to fiscal Gotterdammerung. 
When St. Ralph finally slew the deficit dragon, a provin- 
cial tax reform commission recommended phasing out 
the Hotel Tax over three years. Well guess what — that 
never happened. Today the tax brings in around $45 
million a year. 

Fortunately, the desire to kill the tax has never 
subsided. The Alberta Hotel Association has been a 
vocal critic of the 5% levy on accommodation and a 
resolution was passed last fall at the Conservative Party 
convention calling for the elimination of the tax. The 
possibility even existed for Treasurer Stockwell Day to 
take it off the books in this year’s budget. 

This prospect, of course, brings 
smiles to the faces of all overtaxed 
Albertans. But no one is more overjoyed 
than the mayors of Calgary and Edmon- 
ton. That’s not because of their irre- 
pressible concern for taxpayers — au 
contraire. It’s because Messrs. Duerr 
and Smith want the Hotel Tax to fill city 
coffers instead of the provincial pot. 

That’s right — Edmonton’s and 
Calgary’s top bananas want 
to take your tax cut 
away before it ever 
hits your wallet! 

They’re calling on the 
Klein administration 

to give municipalities 
the authority to collect 
the hotel levy should the 
province back out. Smith 
and Duerr don’t want to 
reduce your taxes; they 
merely want more for 
themselves. 

And what are they going to do with this new found 


loot? Well, they’re really not too sure. Maybe we could 


use it to “promote the city”, says smilin’ Bill. Maybe we 
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could promote local venues like the zoo says smilin’ Al. 

Promote the city? Promote the zoo? Let me get this 
straight. These guys want to rob us of a tax break in 
order to funnel more money into the bowels of some 
bureaucracy to produce glossy brochures of West 
Edmonton Mall and the Calgary Stampede. 

Wouldn’t it make more sense to promote our cities 
as affordable holiday and business destinations? Places 
where travellers know they’ll get a good deal on accom- 
modation? Places where they’re not going to be taxed 
into going home? 

Bill! Al! Wake up! A local hotel tax will not im- 
prove tourism or business activity. If anything, it will 
drive people away. There may be a plethora of govern- 
ments in this country, but there is only one collective 
taxpayer. And we’ve had enough. ™@ 


ae. 


ete, % 


TAX ACTION: 


Call or fax the mayors and tell them 
what you think. 
Bill Smith - Edmonton - 
ph. (780) 496-8100 fax (780) 496-8292 


Al Duerr - Calgary - ph. (403) 268-5622 
fax (403) 268-8130 


by Richard Truscott 


s the tax revolt spreads across Saskatch- 
ewan, our school age children are being 


queezed be- 
tween provincial funding 
cuts and tapped-out mu- 
nicipal taxpayers. Un- 
less we find a way to 
fund the schools without 
breaking taxpayers, we 
risk nothing less than the 
future of our children 
and our economy. At 
this difficult time Sas- 
katchewan people must 
consider: Should we sell 
the Crowns to save our 
schools? 

Ratepayers in dozens 
of municipalities have 
voted to withhold their 
local property and 
school taxes. CTF rep- 
resentatives have at- 
tended many of these 
meetings to speak of the 


need for a 
democratic outlet for this tax revolt, like citizen initia- 
tives and taxpayer protection laws. And while sympa- 
thizing with hard-pressed taxpayers, the CTF has tried to 
make it clear that it cannot counsel or advise people to 
withhold their taxes. 

But the people at these meetings also make it clear 
that they have been pushed to a tax revolt as a last resort. 
They want to pay their taxes, and they don’t want to 
hurt their local governments and school boards, but 
they feel they have no other choice. 

School taxes across the province have climbed by 
73% from $327 million in 1985 to $565 million in 
1998. The rise in school taxes has been particularly 
hard on people living in rural areas who are experienc- 
ing some of the most serious income drops in the his- 


: 


Saskatchewan Department of Municipal Affairs 
in millions of $ 


tory of the province. School taxes in rural municipali- 
ties have jumped 100% from $117 million in 1985 to 
$234 million in 1998. 

School and property taxes have skyrocketed while 
rural incomes have dwindled and the province has re- 
treated from school funding. About 61% of the cost of 
schooling is now covered by local property taxes. That’s 
the second highest school tax burden in Canada after 
Ontario (62%) and much higher than our neighbours in 
Manitoba (50%), Alberta (43%) and BC (30%). Both 
Ontario and Alberta are moving quickly to cut school 
taxes while shoring up funding for education. It’s also 
important to note that three of the four Atlantic prov- 
inces fund education completely through provincial 


Percentage of Education 
Funding by source, 1997 
Tax 


Province 
Revenues 


% from =| % from 
Local Provincial 
Property | Revenues 


0% 


Note: Ontario is in the process of reducing the education 
portion of property taxes by 20%. 


Alberta 43.5% 56.5% 


government revenues. 

But the pressure on school taxes in our province is 
not letting up. Teachers are asking for another salary in- 
crease, and many other costs are rising. Meanwhile, 
schools are closing (an average of 10 per year), and 
there are fewer school-age kids in rural Saskatch- 


ewan. 

This is very bad news for the future. In this new cen- 
tury our prosperity (both personal and provincial) will 
depend more and more on education and brainpower. 
How can Saskatchewan — already crippled by high taxes, 
a struggling farm economy, and low job growth — suc- 
ceed if our education system fails due to lack of fund- 
ing? 

Fortunately, Saskatchewan has a potential source of 
school funding -- it is time to sell the Crowns. 

We wouldn’t have to sell all of the Crowns, or even 
sell any Crown completely. But ifthe government 
would open up ownership to private partners and share- 
holders, and use the proceeds to pay down the province’s 
debt, money that would have gone into debt payments 
could go into a “Future Fund”. This Future Fund could 
help to fund schools, improve the quality of education, 
and lessen the burden on taxpayers. 

The age of government-owned dinosaurs has come to 
an end almost everywhere but in Saskatchewan. By sell- 
ing Crown assets, and establishing a Future Fund, these 
icons of the past can do our future a great service. Our 
Crowns represent the economy of the past; our schools 
and children represent the economy of our future. 

Think of the Crowns as an education savings bond: It 
is time to cash in that bond, and send our children to 
school. @ 


CTF-Saskatchewan Speaks to 
Rural Ratepayers 


PUSS TG a isis ctbascs sos scvtteseactantonsrecd R.M. of Benson 
PURGUSE GG. FOR soc usc isis eccessscsuonerasiorclnieed R.M. of Francis 
September 7, 1999 ..........sssssssessseeees R.M. of Wellington 
September 8, 1999 .... R.M. of Kroneau 
September 23, 1999 ........ccccseecseessesssssanass R.M. of Scott 
OGtbET 8: 1999 sos as, R.M. of Weyburn 
OCIEF 25; 1999 on... cnn escncsoscnnsensesnecee R.M of Willowdale 
OCW DOr 25; 1999 icicccecessesenscantiestereae R.M. of Silverwood 
November 1, 1999... s.sessensrssosess R.M. of Montmartre 
November 29, 1999 os .csescsessssesessssesnses R.M. of Sarnia 
FQDFUATY. 8, 2000 <n scacssnsessssecpusciensascs R.M. of Colonsay 
February 9, 2000 ..... Province-wide meeting in Watrous 
POAT TO; BIO Sig wncssvansccdasincivnccoveiisce R.M. of Orkney 


February 10; 2000 ic.-.-cceccccciccorsstsascsstaee R.M. of Wallace 


Whatever Happened to Privatiza 


By Walter Robinson 

rivatization was one of 

the rallying cries when 

Mike Harris and crew were 
elected back in 1995. Big crown 
corporations like TV Ontario and the 
Liquor Control Board of Ontario 
(LCBO) were supposed to be on the 
block if Harris and his team were 
elected. Government was going to 
be smaller, more focused and deliver 
only the most needed services to 
Ontarians. 

Well five years later, TVO and 

LCBO are still on the government 


books and the Ontario government 
has all but abandoned its plans to im- 
plement any sort of privatization — 
be it a large or small scale initiative. 

Simply put, privatization de- 
scribes the process whereby govern- 
ment divests its ownership and/or 
service responsibilities in a public 
service or institution. It can take 
many forms ranging from the out- 
right sale of government assets to 
ownership retention but contracting 
out of service delivery (allowing in- 
house teams to bid) to arm’s length 
agency Status. 

Instead of embracing this philoso- 
phy where governments focus on 
their core activities, the provincial 
government has done a complete 
180-degree turnaround and even 

abolished the Minister responsible 
for Privatization position from 

Cabinet in last summer’s shuffle. 

Apart from a few tree nurseries 

and some ongoing initiatives in 

various ministries, the govern- 
ment balked when it came to its 
1995 campaign 


Former Labour Finance 
Minister Sir Roger Douglas 


of New Zealand 
radically reduced 
the size of 
New Zealand’s 
government 
in the 1980s 
through 
privatization, 
contracting out 
and competition 
in the delivery 
of public 
services. 


rhetoric. 

So what has to 
happen for this situ- 
ation to change? 
Three key factors 
must come into 
play: an oppor- 
tunity, a cham- 
pion, and a 
plan. 


Opportunity 


his could take several forms. 

For example, an unsolicited 
proposal from a private sector buyer 
for the LCBO, Ontario Place or Go 
Transit. Or it could be an employee 
group looking to buy out a division 
of TVO Ontario or run one of sev- 
eral convention centres that the gov- 
ernment continues to fund. 

A fiscal crisis could also provide 
an opportunity for privatization. For 
example, increasing demands for 
health care funding or necessary 
funds for future tax reductions could 
necessitate a privatization agenda. 


Champion 


Or: an opportunity presents 
itself or is created, a politi- 


cal champion must be in place to 
seize upon it. This is why the Prov- 
ince should reinstitute the Office of 
the Minister Responsible for Priva- 
tization. However, this time the 
Minister should be elevated to full 
status with cross-departmental re- 
sponsibility to execute a privatiza- 
tion agenda. With the greatest of 
respect to the former privatization 
minister, Rob Sampson, he did not 
have the clout at the Cabinet table 
to carry out his responsibilities ef- 
fectively. Ifthe Premier is averse 
to this approach, then he should 


empower the Minister of Finance or 
the Management Board Chairman to 
carry the privatization portfolio. Or he 
could take it upon himself to move for- 
ward with bold initiatives. 

In the United Kingdom, Sir Michael 
Heseltine was Margaret Thatcher’s 
champion and in New Zealand, Sir 
Roger Douglas was charged with dras- 
tically reducing the size of government 
and refocusing the government on its 
core responsibilities. 


The Plan 


Wi opportunities on the ho- 
rizon and a champion in 
place, the final piece of the puzzle is a 
plan. Selling the merits of downsizing 
government is extremely important to 
three key constituencies: taxpayers at 
large, the bureaucracy and affected 
employees. Taxpayers must under- 
stand the merits and goals behind any 
privatization complete with bench- 
marks by which they can judge any 
privatization initiative. The bureauc- 
racy must buy into the idea of divest- 
ing or devolving services as part of 
the ongoing change that is necessary 
for any government seeking to remain 
relevant in the 21“ century. And fi- 
nally, affected employees must be 
treated in a respectful manner. If op- 
portunities are not available post-pri- 
vatization, then the appropriate com- 
pensation and outplacement arrange- 
ments should be put in place. 

It all seems so simple, yet the gov- 
ernment has seemingly abandoned this 
agenda. As pressures to reduce the 
provincial debt and fund health care 
are certain to mount, it is inevitable 
that the government will return with 
vigour to the privatization agenda. 

The CTF plans to assist in this process 
with suggestions and candidates. In 
the July/August issue of The Tax- 
payer we will examine some of these 
candidates and provide the rationale 
why various forms of privatization 
make sense. 


lunicipal: 
estructuring 


by Walter Robinson 


The Ontario government has stuck to its word and restructured four 
regional governments and acted to reduce the number of councillors in 
the City of Toronto. Readers will recall that last fall the government 
appointed four special advisors to study municipal restructuring 
options in the Regions of Haldimand-Norfolk, Sudbury, Ottawa- 
Carleton and Hamilton-Wentworth. : 

After 60 days of study and consultations with local politicians and 
taxpayers, each of the four advisors submitted their reports to the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing by the end of November. In 
a swift response, the Minister introduced the Fewer Municipal Politi- 
cians Act, 1999 in early December and it was passed by Christmas. 

This omnibus piece of legislation included five schedules which 
amalgamate all municipalities and regional governments in Sudbury, 
Ottawa and Hamilton into unicities in each area. As for Haldimand- 
Norfolk, the region and all cities were split into two cities, Haldimand 
and Norfolk. The next round of municipal elections in Ontario is 
scheduled for November 13, 2000 with the five “new” cities of 


Continued on the following page 


Potential cost savings under municipal restructuring 


Region Old # of Old #of | New#of | Expected 


Municipal local local annual 
governments politicians politicians savings 


: $2.5 
million 

14 $35 
million 

21 $75 
million 

48 13 $8.5 
million 


a 


Municipal Restructuring continued from previous page 


Haldimand, Norfolk, Hamilton, Ottawa, and Sudbury 
coming into effect on January 1, 2001 when they replace 
their combined 34 predecessor jurisdictions. 

If nothing else, the government has been consistent. It 
continued the rationalization effort that began during its 
first mandate which saw the number of municipalities 
reduced by 28% from 815 to 586. Now we’re down to 
557 and the mayors around suburban Toronto — com- 
monly referred to the 905 belt, after the area code — 
have begun to rumble about creating 12 new cities to 
replace the current mishmash of 24 cities and townships 
and four regional governments. 

The provincial government also took another swipe at 
Toronto by reducing Toronto’s 57 municipal wards to 44 
wards. 

As we have noted before, the provincial government 
believes less local government is better and has a 
preference for larger administrative units. But the real 


proof of the pudding for taxpayers will be better services 
at the same or lower costs. 

And this is where the jury is still out on the latest 
round of restructuring! The surest way to reduce busi- 
ness and commercial property taxes as a result of restruc- 
turing is to legislate that the anticipated savings be 
passed onto taxpayers and that various forms of alternate 
service delivery (see our column on privatization) be 
embraced to achieve these savings. Sadly, the govern- 
ment provided for neither of these cost reduction exer- 
cises in its enabling legislation. 

So the CTF will work to lobby the transition boards 
that have been set up in each of the five cities to look at 
alternate service delivery and outright privatization as 
strategies to ensure that cost savings are passed through 
to taxpayers. In the meantime, we encourage you to visit 
our website wwww.taxpayer.com for our informative 
series on municipal restructuring located in our Ontario 
studies section. If restructuring hasn’t come your way 
yet, it soon will! 


Cut Taxes in the Future by 


Reducing Debt Now! 


by Walter Robinson 

s sure as the tulips will 

blossom outside of 

Queen’s Park in early 
May, Finance Minister Ernie Eves 
will deliver his fifth budget. During 
his speech he will announce that On- 
tario will balance its books for the 
fiscal year 2000/2001. Indeed, it 
will be a great way to kick off the 
new century. And hopefully, the cur- 
rent Tory government 
and future adminis- 
trations can better the 
20" century record 
of a mere four bal- 
anced budgets. 

In preparing his 
budget, Mr. Eves will 
look at the transcript 
of hundreds of pre- 
budget submissions 
that were made by 
Ontarians during 
consultations held by 
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the Standing Committee on Finance 
and Economic Affairs this past Feb- 
ruary. The Committee travelled to 
several Ontario cities and sought the 
input of various advocacy groups and 
ordinary citizens through its public 
hearings as well as through simple 
correspondence. 

Much of what the Committee 
heard were endless demands for 
more government spending now that 
the province’s short-term fiscal 
health has been restored after 15 
straight years of horrendous eco- 
nomic mismanagement courtesy of all 
three parties — the Davis Tories, the 
Peterson Liberals and the Socialists, 
oops I meant to say the NDP, led by 
former premier turned Bay Street law- 


_yer Bob Rae. 


Everything from daycare to 
health care to education to corpo- 
rate welfare was on various wish 
lists. What the Committee heard 
precious little about was the state 


and staggering sum of the provincial 
debt. Indeed, our inability to deal 
with this behemoth — and deal with it 
quickly — puts the gains of five years 
of tax cuts, not to mention the future 
survival of our health and education 
systems in peril. 

With the tax cutting agenda well 
on the way to providing prosperity 
for many Ontarians, the focus must 
now turn to reducing the tax burden 
of future generations. In other 
words, reducing the provincial debt. 

According to the 1999 Ontario 
Economic Outlook and Fiscal 
Overview, the province’s debt stood 
at $109.2 billion as of March 31, 
1999. With annual provincial rev- 
enues of $59 billion, the debt repre- 
sents 185% of revenues. This is a 
far cry from the “summer of love in 
1969” 31 years ago when I was three 
years old and the debt of $1.5 bil- 
lion represented 40% of provincial 
revenues at $3.7 billion. 

Debt interest charges amounted - 
to $9.8 billion for fiscal year 1999/ 
2000. This is almost enough to run 
every single provincial government 
service in Saskatchewan for two 
years. Or if we didn’t have a provin- 
cial debt and its consequent interest 
charges, Ontario’s income taxes 
could be slashed by another 55%. 
For taxpayers, this means that 16 
cents out of every dollar sent 
to Queen’s Park is wasted 
on debt servicing 
charges as opposed to 
going to finance 
public services. 
Broken down an- 
other way, 
Ontarians are pay- 
ing $26.8 million 
each day — over 
$1.1 million every 

hour — simply to 


pay interest on the provincial debt. 

Are you waiting in line fora MRI 
scan because we don’t have enough 
of these machines to meet demand? 
Well in just over three hours from 
now, Ontario’s debt servicing costs 
will represent the amount of money 
needed to purchase one MRI. 

Are you furious yet? Well if 
your blood hasn’t reached the boil- 
ing point, it should after an interna- 
tional perspective is applied. Re- 
cently the Fraser Institute used 
OECD data to rank the debt burdens 
of 158 countries (using 1996 data). 
Canada and its 12 provinces and ter- 
ritories were treated as 13 separate 
jurisdictions in the ranking process. 

The Fraser Institute ranked juris- 
dictions according to a debt-to-dis- 
cretionary income ratio (government 
debt was measured on a per capita 
basis with each citizen’s average an- 
nual income less a minimum allow- 
ance for subsistence). 

Norway had the lowest (and best) 
rating at minus 37.0%. The U.S. was 
ranked in 66 place at plus 46.4% 
while Ontario was well back in 90" 
place at 68.2%. Ontario was ranked 
9" out of 13 Canadian 


jurisdictions. Just £. " Ny 


ahead of Ontario in 89" place was Pa- 
kistan. But taxpayers can take heart 
in beating out that bastion of democ- 
racy and affluence, Haiti, which was 
ranked in 91* place. Amongst indus- 
trialized and post-industrial nation’s, 
only Italy and Belgium fared worse 
than Ontario. Shocking! 

During its pre-budget appearance, 
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
urged the government to institute a 
legislated mandatory schedule of 
debt reduction (just like we de- 
manded at the federal level). We re- 
main confident that the Ontario gov- 
ernment will show leadership on this 
file (certainly much more than the 
feds have done to date) just as it did 
on the taxpayer protection and bal- 
anced budget file. Only this time, 
Ontario better not take five and a half 
years to get its act together. On- 
tario’s debt is large and the threat to 
future generations is real. Even if 
you read this article at a fast pace, it 
still probably took you two and a half 
minutes to get through it all. While 
you were reading, $46,613.39 of your 

tax dollars were earmarked to 
~ be flushed down the 
toilet to pay for 
debt servicing 
charges. 

It’s still not too 

late to contact your 
local MPP and tell him/ 
her that Ontario’s debt 
must be addressed 
s in this May’s 
budget. Their 
constituency 
office number 
is in the blue 
pages of your 
phone book or on 
the web at: 


- by Victor Vrsnik 
(reprinted from the Winnipeg Free Press, Dec. 30, 1999) 


anned by practically every walk of life, 

The Amusement Tax is one movie 

Winnipeggers do not care to see again. 

After repeated promises to scrap the 

amusement tax, Mayor Murray is now 
plotting its sequel - a ten per cent ‘cinema tax’ for 
moviegoers only. Two thumbs down for the Mayor’s 
seat tax. 


The cinema tax is socialism for the rich. It’s an 
affront to moviegoers and business, a giveaway to 
special interest groups and a barrier to downtown 
revival. The cinema tax is direct transfer from the 
pockets of lower-income movie buffs into the hands of 
local highbrow arts groups exempted from the tax but 
still entitled to divide the spoils of the tax revenue. 

A main floor seat at the Manitoba Opera costs $50 to 
$66 compared to a maximum $10 movie ticket. For 
those who enjoy taking-in the opera or other art scenes, 


Cinema 


let them pay full fare for the show. The movie industry 
was conceived as low-cost entertainment for the public, 
not as a subsidy to the purveyors and patrons of the arts. 


The motion picture theatre industry is the first 
casualty of the cinema tax. Not only will it continue 
having to support competing arts groups to the tune of 
about $900,000 per year, but it will also be singled out 
and pillaged from a seat tax without any quid pro quo. 
Lost on Mayor Murray is the age-old concept of service 
in exchange for tax. Collecting taxes for local improve- 
ments is acceptable; punitive taxes are not. 


To add insult to injury, the theatre chains must also 
subsidize their direct competition. No stranger to the 
arts funding trough, Cinematheque Theatre in the 
Exchange District manages to avoid the amusement tax 

by charging admission fees below five dollars - the 

bare minimum before amusement 
taxes are charged. Arts 
grants generously 
supplied by the theatre 
chains and other 
entertainment venues 
keep ticket prices at the 
art house theatre 
remarkably low. 
Cinematheque’s niche 

programming is targeted 

to a film connoisseur 

market that is more than 

capable of paying its own 

way. 

A tax on the cinema is an attack on the cinema. The 
Mayor’s plan to plunder movie theatres and their patrons 
is not only unfair but bad business. Flo Watson, Presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Theatre Association of 
Manitoba (MPTA) says Famous Players developed the 
$40 million Silver City theatres at Polo Park and at St. 
Vital Centre assuming that the political will to scrap the 
amusement tax was sincere. 


The gratitude Famous Players received in return for 
investing millions of dollars in the city and creating 
hundreds of new jobs is broken promises and a brand 
new tax. City Hall may live up to its word and drop the 
amusement tax on the cutting room floor, but what use is 
that to the movie theatres and their patrons when a new 
cinema tax is spliced back into the picture? 


Ms. Watson does not rule out the possibility that the 
theatre chains would relax admission costs if the seat tax 
was scrapped. She blames the GST, the amusement tax 
and the administration of these taxes for driving up 


ticket prices. 


Focus 


On an average $8.50 movie ticket, the GST 
takes 51 cents and the amusement tax gobbles Amusement tax discriminates afi 
up another 73 cents. Over half of the net ovie theat 
$7.26 covers the movie rental expense from — fpr 
the distributor, leaving less than $3.63 for = 4 
operating costs, advertising and a string of 
other taxes passed on to the consumer. 

Apart from the standard fare of corporate 
income tax, property tax, business tax, payroll 
taxes, movie theatres must also pay a $160 


7a) WW-OOSt entertainment 


res not amused by tax 


cinema license: per screen, an average $100 Se ry industry- 
food concession license and video machine eee SS specific 


licenses. They must also pay royalties to ame ee licensing fees to 
SOCAN for playing movie soundtracks and ISS 1 aft lower the cost of 
elevator music in the concession area. Any en Oo doing business in the city’s 


wonder you need a line of credit to buy a bag of core. 
popcorn? Now celebrating its 104-year 
High taxes on the cinema put the latest movie ont anniversary, the motion picture 
theatre closures downtown into focus. Once vibrant industry has outperformed all other arts 
features of the downtown landscape, core city movie and entertainment industries at the turnstile and 
theatres have been practically taxed into extinction. makes a significant contribution to the city’s economy. 
With low operating margins, theatre chains can only The MPTA says that the two Silver City theatre com- 
make a buck through high traffic volume. They need plexes alone contribute $50 million to the city’s gross 
space - parking and multi-screen cinemas - for econo- domestic product. 
mies of scale, making the downtown an unsuitable The success of the movie theatre industry should not 
destination for theatre expansion or viability. make it and its patrons the target of a punishing tax. The 
If the Mayor and City Council are serious about city can give a leg up to movie theatres and the local arts 
championing downtown revival, they should ease up on scene by first editing out costly and punitive levies from 
amusement, property and business taxes and other their productions. 


The cinema tax is socialism for the rich. 
It’s a direct transfer from the pockets of 
lower-income movie huffs into the hands 
of highbrow arts groups exempt from the 
tax but entitiled to the spoils. To add insult 

to injury, the theatre chains will be forced 
to subsidize their 
competition. 


Hallway Access to Information 


by Victor Vrsnik 
request to the province for information on the Maple Leaf Meats expan- 
sion in Brandon was answered with a document so blacked-out as to 
ender it illegible. A black felt marker levelled out about 90 per cent of 
a letter from Maple Leaf to the province to deny the public access to allegedly 
sensitive information. The black marker has come to symbolize the province’s 
cloak and dagger obsession with secrecy and distrust. 

In the above example, the province took advantage of a provision in the 
new access to information laws that allow the government to restrict ac- 
cess to information when a third party is involved, such as Maple Leaf. 

A strong case can be made to protect a company’s right to confi- 
dentiality when dealing with government in a business venture. How- 
ever, when taxpayers are footing the bill for a private sector invest- 
ment, the public is entitled to know how their money will be spent 
and what implications such an investment will have on their commu- 
nity. 

Reforms to the information laws in 1997 increased restrictions on 
public access to information, placing Manitoba significantly behind other 
provinces. Costs to the public went up fifty per cent, tighter restrictions 
were introduced, and 30-day extensions were granted for departments to 
respond to public requests. Access delayed is access denied. 

Taxpayers need fewer roadblocks to government information to par- 
ticipate in a democracy in a meaningful way and to hold governments ac- 
countable. 

In a recent meeting with Diane McGifford, Minister of Culture, Heritage 
and Tourism, four groups pressed the government to ease up on the restrictive provi- 
sions of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

In a brief presented to the Minister by the Manitoba Association for Rights and Liber- 
ties, the Provincial Council of Women of Manitoba, the Manitoba Library Association and 
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation, 25 amendments to the Act were recommended. The 
four groups are leading the charge to restore fairness, transparency and affordability to 
government information. 


The main recommendations are as follows: 


1. Public Opinion Polls: Expand scope of Act for public to gain access to public 
opinion polls. 

2. Order Making Powers: Create the position of an Information and Privacy Commis- 
sioner to order disclosure of government information. 

3. Public Interest Paramount: Introduce a public interest override of the restrictions 
made in the Act when an issue refers to a matter of public interest. 

4. Access Fees: Restore search and preparation fees from $30 per hour to $20 per hour and 
introduce a provision to waive fees where requests for records relate to a matter of public inter- 
est. ; 

These recommendations restore balance between the public’s right to know and the individual’s 
right of privacy. The NDP should make good on its pre-election promise and reform the informa- 
tion laws now before the culture of secrecy takes hold of the new government as it did the old.™ 
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HRDC @Grants Scandal 


The | 


By Walter Robinson 
| nless you’ve been vacationing on Mars for 

the first few months of this year, you are 

probably aware of the Human Resources De- 
velopment Canada (HRDC) grants scandal. Or perhaps 
you know of it by its media friendly names of 
Shovelgate or the Billion Dollar Boondoggle. What- 
ever you want to call it, it is the biggest political scandal 
in Canada in recent memory and it continues to blossom 
into one of the worst government paralysing episodes in 
Canadian history... right up there with the Pacific Rail- 
way Scandal and the Pipeline Debate. 

We have two three-inch thick binders — soon to be 
three — in our Ottawa office cataloguing newspaper clip- 
pings about this story. As your federal director, I have 
conducted over 100 separate media interviews on this 
subject. One interview was on a TV panel with respected 
Canadian historian Michael Bliss who likened this scan- 
dal to someone lifting the lid off the off the sewer of the 
Canadian political system. It was an apt description: the 
lid is off, the sewer stinks, and there seems to be no end 
of you know what down below. Let’s look at the facts 


Sydney Steel 


© of Canadian Politics 


HRDC audit of 459 job-creation projects was 

conducted. These projects were drawn randomly 
from seven different program areas including the highly 
controversial Transitional Jobs Fund, now called the 
Canada Jobs Fund (TJF/CJF). The audit — and its disas- 
trous findings — was delivered to HRDC Minister Jane 
Stewart on November 17, 1999. This past January, the 
opposition caught wind of this audit and requested it un- 
der Access to Information. Fearing a public relations 
disaster, HRDC Minister Jane Stewart released the audit 
during the height of public outrage over the now defunct 
pro-hockey bailout package. 

No doubt, government spin-doctors thought they 
could slide the audit under the radar screen with the pub- 
lic’s attention diverted elsewhere. Fans of the TV series 
The West Wing will recognize this strategy by its Wash- 
ington moniker “throw it out with the Friday trash.” But 


[: August and September of 1999, an internal 


PLI 

Environmental 

Ltd. received 

$1.6 million 

to create 

132 jobs 

cleaning up 

the Sydney 

Steel 

Corporation site 

in Cape Breton 

over two years. 

The project 
encountered financial 
difficulties and 
ended in 1998 less 
than a year after it began. 
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it didn’t work. The media, the opposition and most impor- 
tantly, taxpayers, were shocked and outraged. 


Fact #1: 
The Audit 

Here’s what the audit found, of the 459 files under 

study: 

@ 97% of all files lacked background checks; 

80% showed no evidence of financial monitoring; 

472% had no cash flow forecast; 

46% did not estimate the number of participants; 

@25% had no description of what the money was going 
to support; 

' @15% of grant recipients didn’t even have an application 

in their files; 

11% had no budget proposal; and 

#11% had no description of expected results. 

Indeed, 37 of these 459 files revealed “serious” prob- 
lems such as overpayments, expense claims which didn’t 
qualify, and recipient organizations which didn’t main- 
tain proper accounting records. The feds originally de- 
scribed the results as “sloppy.” But sloppy is what my 
two-year old son is when he spills his juice on the floor, 
this is gross negligence. 


Transitional Jobs Fund/Canada se Fund 


\nalysis of spending between fiscal year 1996-‘ 


Percent of 
funding for 
three years 


30,955,605 10.92 8,860 
30,755,780 10.84 9,702 


British Columbia 17,680,920 


katchewan 5,230,555 1.84 


asa 


Fact #2: 


No one was fired, they’ve been promoted 

No one has been fired for this mess. While Stewart 
takes the political heat and refuses to resign as the doc- 
trine of ministerial responsibility says she should, her 
predecessor, Pierre Pettigrew is now Canada’s Minister of 
International Trade. This mess actually happened under 
Mr. Pettigrew’s watch. But some arcane parliamentary 
convention protects him from questions in the House or 
grilling before a parliamentary committee. 

And what of the Deputy Minister in charge of HRDC 
at the time, Mr. Mel Cappe? He’s been promoted to Clerk 
of the Privy Council, effectively becoming Canada’s top 
civil servant. As for the top level bureaucrats in charge 
at HRDC, well they’re due for bonuses like the rest of 
their senior management colleagues across the public 
service starting in 2000-2001 under a new pay for perform- 
ance system. Bonuses of up to 20% on top of a DM’s 
base annual salary of $175,000 are possible. 


Fact #3: 


TJF/CJF Political Pork and Patronage 

The audit examined files from seven different pro- 
gram areas but the most contentious and politically explo- 
sive program in question is the Transitional Jobs Fund 
(TJF/CJF). A closer examination of 
this three-year program points to a 
stench of political patronage and at- 
tempted vote-buying more deserving 
of a third world dictatorship. 

The program was designed to sup- 
port job creation activities in areas of 
high unemployment. But most recipi- 
ents were located in Quebec, Ontario 
and Atlantic Canada. Not surpris- 
ingly. This is where most Liberal seats 
are held, check the numbers for your- 
self on the table on the left. 

In total, HRDC spent $283 million 
on this program in three years. And in’ 
1997-98 (an election year), over 77% of 
$121 million spent went to Quebec and 
the four Atlantic provinces. To most 
reasonable observers, this looks like 
vote buying. But the government has 
strategically countered by noting that 
over half the TJF/CJF monies went to 
opposition ridings. But many of these 
now opposition-held ridings were 
winnable swing ridings for the Liberals 
in 1997. This explains why Ontario on 
a per capita basis and Western Canada 
were ignored when it came to doling 
out TJF/CJF money. 


10,394 
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Fact #4: 
The Prime Minister is Downplaying This 
Scandal 


Consider the following quotes: 


“It’s a problem that is a serious 
problem that we have all the time in admin- 
istration ... These problems are administra- 
tive in nature. The accounting has not been 
done to the best standards and we are look- 

ing into that.” — Jean Chretien, Ottawa 
Citizen, February 1, 2000 


Oh really Prime Minister? We have potential 
billion dollar bungles in the Government of 
Canada “all the time.” How comforting. 

Yet after weeks of questions in the House of 
Commons and massive news interest in this 
scandal, Chretien still believes the mismanage- 
ment of taxpayers money is not a problem. He 
compared the situation to a family that over- 
spends. 


K® 


“T think it happens to you to at the end of 

the month to see that you've spent a few more 
dollars than expected.” — Jean Chretien, Cana- 
dian Press, February 19, 2000 


Perhaps the most maddening aspect of all this is the 
fact that there is no contrition on the part of the federal 
Liberals. Opposition questions are greeted daily with 
laughter and partisan rhetoric. 


Fact #5: 
Firms that received money are now bankrupt 


Fifty-one companies that received over $12 million in 
job-creation grants between 1996 and 1999 went bankrupt 
or closed up shop before jobs could be created. 

And Canadian Press reports that “another 37 compa- 
nies awarded $7.49 million in job creation grants pulled 
out of the projects for one reason or another.” More tax 
dollars wasted, but no lasting jobs created. 

Here are some of the more prominent failures (sourced 
from CP Wire): 

@ Anvil Range Mining Corporation received $810,000 
to create 360 jobs at its Faro zinc mine in the Yukon. No 
new jobs were created before the mine shut in late 1997. 

@ PLI Environmental Ltd. received $1.6 million to cre- 
ate 132 jobs cleaning up the Sydney Steel Corporation 
site in Cape Breton over two years. The project encoun- 
tered financial difficulties and ended in 1998 less than a 
year after it began. 

# New Source Bottling Ltd. got $200,000 in 1998 to 
create 18 jobs at its water bottling plant near Kenora, Ont. 
The firm went bankrupt this past February. 
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Fact #6: 


After the Audit Results Were Known, Moncy Contin- 
ued to Flow 

We now know that HRDC Minister Jane Stewart ap- 
proved another $3 million in job-creation grants in No- 
vember and December — right after the internal audit 
landed on her desk! Access to Information records show 
that Jane Stewart approved another six grant applications 
worth $800,000 on November 18. This is contemptuous. 

Not less than 24 hours after she received a damning 
internal audit about these programs, she signed off al- 
most another million dollars worth of job grants cheques. 
This is inexcusable. And by December 3™, a dozen more 
projects totalling more than $3 million had been approved. 

After weeks of opposition questions and media scru- 
tiny, fundamental questions remain unanswered: 

Is this audit a representative sample of the administra- 
tion of the 30,000 plus annual job creation grants run by 
HRDC which tally between $1 billion and $3 billion a 
year? This is the one question that neither the Minister 
nor her officials will answer. 

Job grants are supposed to help small and mid-sized 
companies in economically depressed areas, so why did 
retailing giant Wal-Mart get at least $500,000 to build a 
distribution outlet near Cornwall? This points to the ab- 
solute absurdity of these so-called “job creation” pro- 
grams. 

The Liberals believe they have done nothing wrong 
but the trust of the people has quickly evaporated over 
the past few months. And when a government loses 
trust, it usually doesn’t find it again ... just ask David 
Peterson, Bob Rae or Brian Mulroney.@ 


The following is a sampling of grants 
approved under the Transitional Job Fund (TJF). 
The program was administered by Human 
Resources Development Canada (HRDC) and 


Company Location Approved amount 


Newfoundland 
Collective Enterprise Development, 
Newfoundland .............scscsscecssveessssersseees 330, 
Forest Renewal Silviculture, St.John’s 10,507,500 
B&B Forest Products Ltd, Botwood Area . 54,500 
Beach Gear TBI, Gander ............scssssesssee 20,000 
Bluewater Adventure Lodge, Lewisporte 160,000 
Briggs Aero Ltd, 
Brookdale Adventures Ltd., Bishop's Falls 94, '913 
= Granite Fabricators, Mt. Peyton 


NUE sccscctecoecsnpeeteeince dentotansssteaceiotiauaase 1,294,840 
Central Spring Works, Gander .............. 122,000 
Coles Woolen Spinning Mill, Cove . 20,000 
Cross Bay Mussel Farms Ltd., Brighton ... 75,100 
Doyle W. Sansome & Sons Ltd, Hillgrade 30,000 
Farewell Mussel Farms Ltd, Notre Dame 


2 EES rit aa 70,000 
Fibreglass Truck Cap Manufacturing, 
F; 


International Granite Corp, Mount Peyton320, 000 
International Projects, Malawi, Africa ..... 568,000 
Joshnick Inc, Gander ...........s-cssseeesssseeeesnees 25,000 
Lewisporte Marina Expansion, Lewisporte 149,600 
Newfoundland Bonding and Composites Ltd, 

ci” bles WE ao a eee ean late 1,000,000 
Newfoundland Styro Inc, Bishop's Falls .. 200,000 
Noel Brothers Mussel Farms Ltd, 


Notre Dame Bay .........:.ssssecssssssssssseesseee 40,000 
North Atlantic Ayo. Ee Inc., Springdale ... 600,000 
Northeast Coast Sealers Co-operative, 

Pee po acetal iseere shcscaies Geib incoecitooles 115,635 

Outdoor Adventure Tours, Lewisporte.... 40,000 
Pamzo Enterprises, Norris Arm ...........+ 136,176 
Pro Mech Services Ltd, Bishop's Falls....... 20,000 
Proweld Industries Expansion, 

PL | sohasnal, fe aaa 20,000 
Recreation Vehicle Manufacturing Plant, Bishop's 

FRE oc ccctmansitactieataaatieadeosness 588,450 


Red Indian Adventures, Gander-Grand..... 36,295 
Thimble Bay Farms Ltd, Botwood .......... 160,000 
United Bolero Development Corp, 


Can-Tite Industries Ltd, Pasaden 
Canada Games Centre , Corner Brook 1, 720,000 


E.J. Green & Company Ld, Conche ...... 320,576 
Grenfell Master Plan Phase IV, 
| 3 275,045 


Invertebrate Management Ltd, Reidville 120,000 
Lohnes Complex Ltd., Corner Brook....... 500,000 
Newfoundland Hard-Rok Inc., 


ROT INN Ss saesandeascinsevennis 150,000 
Northwater Products Ltd, 

Daniel’s Harbour ..............ssssssssseseseeeesees 
Straits/St. Barbe Chronic Care Corp, Flower’s 

EE ER eee ee 240,000 


THE TAXPAYER 


The Transitional Job Fund 


ran for 3 years, 1996-97, 1997-98 & 1998-99. The 
Canada Jobs Fund replaced the TJF program. 
The TJF required that grants be given in 
“employment regions” where average unemploy- 


Company Location Approved amount 


Summerwind Farms Ltd, Cormack ......... 439,507 
Totally Tubular Inc., Corner Brook .......... 126,097 
Broad Cove Specialties Ltd, Portugal Cove64,244 
Cabot Call Centre Inc, St. John’s ........ 1,705,000 
Cahill Instrumentation Ltd, St. John’s..... 200,000 
Chiron Farms Ltd, St. JOHN'S .........s:0sss0 40,000 
Clovelly Golf Course Inc., St.John’s ..... 1,000,000 
Detailed Drawings Inc, Mount Pearl ....... 120,000 
DRL Vacations Ltd, St. John's 
Eastern Images, St. John’s 
Exploits Oilskin Originals Inc, St. John’s... 
Future Technologies Inc., St. John’s ....... 400,000 
Harmony Centre Inc., St, JOHN'S ececennen 18,000 
Keyin Virtual Campus Ltd, St. John’s ..... 300,000 
New Found Food Inc., Portugal Cove.... 333,800 
Newfoundland Heritage Farms Inc., Seal 
oan ee UE hin ncascoseussancccavonenccbgciotes 36,025 
Nova Recycling (1990) Ltd, Pan-Provincial405,000 
Progress Homes Inc, St. John’s........:+ 2,000,000 
Quidi Vidi Brewery Expansion, Quidi Vidi 590,056 


RM.G. INC, StJONN’S .....2.0cxeccoscscvsecnveeonses 965,056 
Warren International Ltd, St. John’s........ 100,000 
ZEDD Comm Ine, St. JOMN’S .......cssess0e 180,000 


Atlantic Minerals Ltd, Lower Cove .......... 400,000 
Canadian Cattle Company Inc, 
JOAN DO Baie .......seesssseseernsseeeernnnneeeesen 60,000 


ConAqua Expansion, Manuels ... sd 
Crafter’s Loft, Port AUX ..........sssessssuessesneseese 

East Coast Drilling Co.,Port au Port East. 382,482 
Facheaux Fiord Lodge, Brent Cove .......... 72,450 
Hayes racer & Construction Ltd, 


Henin Seatoads Ltd, Northwest Cove 60, 000 
Hinterland Outfitting, Bishop's Falls ......... 19,472 
in Island Cod Farm, Jerseyman .. 20,000 
M&E Fur Farm, North Harbour .............0. 49,041 
Miller's Passage Inc, Miller's Passage ..... 240,000 
Newfoundland Aggregates, St. George’s 300,000 
Newfoundland Aqua Products, Ramea.... 135,116 
Piccadilly Plastic Inc., Stephenville .......... 430,248 
Port aux Basques Recreation Complex, 
HO NN at hnshenvecseaxecesvasichpoeenmaniousens 
S.C.B. Fisheries Ltd, Bay D’Espoir 
Seefreez Foods Inc, BUrQeO ........ssssssss 
South Coast Aquaculture Ltd, 
FeMmMe Harbour ...........e-ccuececssssssssesssneeee 
Taiga Resources Inc., St. George's ......... 
Valley Golf, St. ANGLOW'S ooccesossceenssnenee 
Atlantic Marine Products Inc, Catalina... ‘477; 500 


Barrett's Bakery Ltd, Upper Island .......... 27,500 
Community Based Watershed Mgmt., Indian 
IN etc escncnnnnansnscncsineseaecnocseonets 300,000 


Dimension Stone Inc., Terrenceville&G... 
Distinctive Mouldings Ltd., Blaketown..... 124,000 
Fab Tech Industries Inc, Glovertown........ 40,000 
Fibreglass Works Ltd., Centreville ............. 90,000 
Gingerbread Factory (The), Shoal Harbour 6,250 
Harbour International Corp., Bay Roberts165,000 
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ment exceeded 10%. Because Members of 
Parliament were consulted as part of the grant 
approval process, this program has attracted a 
great deal of controversy. 


Company Location Approved amount 


Heritage Manufacturing Ltd, Eastport..... 840,000 
67,211 


Images in Slate Inc, South River............ 
J & S Recreation Ltd, Northern Bay 
Lester-Garland House Reconstruction, 

ORI cata cia ap oi cenceeabectnurccecabsostk oes 460,000 
Mahogany Classics Inc, South River ....... 232,600 
Markland Cottage Winery Ltd, Whitbourne 60,000 
Millennium Scientific Corp, Carbonear ... 400,000 
Mini Carrot Harvesters, Butt’s Pond.......... 47,477 
Nageria House Inn, Carbonear ................. 85,691 
National Sea Products, Arnold's Cove .... 336,717 
Paul Garland Forest Products Ltd, Tilton 160,034 
Random Upholstery, Shoal Harbour.......... 35,000 
Shells and Fins Mussel Farm, Cape Cove 66,550 
Sun-Co Sunrooms/Patio Covers Ltd, 

P| SeaTac Fo 
Terra Nova Adventure Tours, 

Salton’s Brook 
Trinity Knitwear Ltd, Cavendish ia 
Whelk Processing Facility, Valleyfield ....... 128,843 
White Rock Fisheries Ltd., Upper Island .. 66,000 
Wood-Pick Enterprises Ltd, Wareham ....... 91,000 
Adiavik Inn Ltd, MAKKOVIK ............cssesscceneeeee 62,700 
Agvituk Historical Society, Hopedale........ 137,569 
B & L Enterprises, Makkovik............. Bue 
Birchy Lake Lodge, Birchy Lake . 
Clarke’s Farm, L’Anse au Clair .. 


Dandaldar, Goose Bay ................ ... 16,517 
Dot's Bakery, L’anse aU LOUD .........ssscessseee 11,718 
Forteau Food Producers, Forteau-Labrado . 27,870 
Freckles Play Centre, Happy..............00 132,300 


G & W Enterprises, Labrador . 
Gifted Hands Inc, Happy ... a 
Grace Hotel, Labrador ....scrssesseneessneeeen 160,300 


PRES: 57,107 
Labrador Aqua Air & Recreation, L'Anse au 

i) SES OES 28S Ae Se een 24,580 
Labrador Communications, Goose Bay..... 30,963 
Labrador Exploration Services Ltd., 

Po Ea Sis ens 22,500 
Labrador Hydraulics Inc, Wabush.............. 200,000 
Labrador Inuit Development Corp, 

HONORING ra kaa eh 440,300 
Labrador Timber Products Inc, Happy ..... 411,000 
Lobel Management Ltd, Forteau 7,054 
Meaney’s Ltd, Happy .........svsscssvess 


Mega-Tech Inc, L’Anse au Loup 
Menihek Nordic Ski Club, Labrador City .. - 67,599 
Northern Lights Inn, Lanse Au Clair........ 249, 700 


OBrien’s Sales and Service, 
LPR NT II aces sascocsasoccttespenconestied 36,782 
One HON Shop, Happy ...........seerecsseeene 5,900 


Shop, Happy 
Parrott (N.E.) Surveys Ltd, Happy Valley .. 50,000 
Pittman’s Fiberglassing Inc., Happy .......- 109,840 
Pressure Pipe Steel Fabrication Ltd., Valley- 
1 ene one Nearest er 140,000 
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Company Location Approved amount Company Location Approved amount Company Location Approved amount 


Priddie’s Lodge, Postville .... 
Ptarmigan Trail, Labrador .. ... 48,420 
Red Bay Community Council, y .. 213,000 
Restoration of Grenfell Properties, Mary's 


. 139,613 


CUT cake ia ES meee 17,361 
Riteway Construction, L”Anse au ............ 179,537 
Rodgers Recycling Ltd., Happy 167,216 


Ski Mount Shana, Happy Valley 


ey aces, = UR aS SIRE, 132,300 
Terry's Tents & Shoe Repair Ltd., Happy . 43,750 
Torngat Aircraft Maintenance, Happy douse 175,300 
True North Outfitting Ltd., Happy Valley .. 38,000 
Wentzell’s Woodworking, Charlottetown . 125,000 
A.F. and L. Enterprises, Mobile .............0.. 38,000 
Baie Sea Farms Ltd., St. Croix Bay,......... “aes 
Beattie Industrial Ltd, St. John’s West... 
Big Kahoona Corp, Mount Pearl .. 
Blindex Shades 1995 Inc., St. John’ 
Brookfield Dairy Group, St. John’s 
Canadian Folding Cartons Inc, Mount Pearl 
340,000 
Cape Shore Seafoods Ltd., Branch ........ 331,652 
Creative Canvas Ltd, GOUIAS «ccc 30,325 
East Coast Trail Association, Bay Bulls ... 200,000 
Eastern Audio Ltd, St. John's ...........0 
Eastern Hydraulic Rebuilders (TBI), 
I MEY etches scsnctlna sls sihaincsccnince 
Emu/Ostrich Farm, Angels’s Cove ............ 
Enviro Shred Inc., James Lane .............+ 
Ferryland Theme Restaurant, Ferryland .. 95, 250 
Fitzgerald’s Pond Park, Placentia 97,670 
GEO Industries, St. John’s .........+00 
Iceberg Industries Inc., St. John’s .. 
Kiddin’ Around Daycare Facility, Ferryland 20, ‘000 
L and Brothers Metal and Galvanizing Ltd., Long 
PURPIOE os sasipicctcabicenssscchangtaeliiocdocddocsed 240,000 
Marine, Industrial and Aviation Inc., St. John’s 


t 
Millenium Diagnostic Corp., St. John’s ... 303, '981 
Newfoundland Bedding, Mississauga ...... 130,000 
Newfoundland Meat Packaging Co. 


200,188 


NN 52 on coscsanansaspcecsoacssotasioeesintinn 60,000 
Newfoundland Plastics (1997) Ltd, Mount 

RI Ian caconsconionstianvsckdigesienninin 240,000 
Placentia Multi-Purpose Complex, 

I aston csgicassnassaptagconsedsadanreceoavcnes 279,386 


PROARC Fabricating Ltd, Mount Pearl . 120,000 
Reduction Technologies Inc., James Lane 38,100 
River Run Village, Salmonier Line ....... 1,000,000 
Salmonier Country Manor, Mount Carmel140,000 
Trisons Enterprises Ltd, Witless Bay........... 75,000 


Prince Edward Island 
Catherine MacKinnon’s Spot O’Tea, Stanley 

ls) SEGRE ATES Sia a 229,505 
Hidden Valley Char Ltd., Brookvale......... 210,000 
Jewell’s Country Market, Marshfield........ 131,808 
Masseau & Sons Refrigeration Inc 

RN UU asc csserccteciennablnosiinubisgciseivocan 150,000 
PEI Potato Board, Borden-Carleton........ 146,625 
Strathgartney Restoration, Bonshaw ........ 50,650 
Thermotech Industries Inc., Cornwall ....... 75,000 
Confederation Trail, Prince Edward ........ 300,000 
Atlantic Store Decor Inc 

NN NII asa sre sanecssccacegnecee 1,000,000 
Atlantic Welding & Fabricating Institute, 

SUN INI tool ssiceConencseciccarenucegucrentovens 300, 
Heatherdale Holding Ind., Montague ..... 204,000 
Island Quality Vegetables Inc., Montague 147,000 
Kings Castle Adventure Park, Gladstone 200,000 
Rotary Eastern Eagles Soccer Complex, 

RI es cscs co sccbtaeradtncoannes 66,970 
Royalty Hardwoods Ltd., Pooles Corner 188,520 
Souris Food Park, Charlottetown ......... 1,000,000 


Acadian Heritage Boardwalk, Wellington 125,000 
Allied Signal Aerospace Canada, 
ee 
Atlantic Turbines Inc., Slemon Park 
Betts’ Mills Ltd., O'Leary 


Ellerslie Fisheries Station, West Prince ... 162,500 
ERC Concepts Ltd, Alberton ..........:.sss0 250,000 
Holland College, Siemon Park................. 500,000 
Silver Fox Curling & Yacht Club, 

SUMMONS issn cas encncstdnsescschctactcasccnve 206,000 
St. Felix Golf & Country Club Ltd., 

NUMA 2 iciscciccubcatbeas tooo lecsscSecon 150,000 
Tignish Historic Preservation Foundation, 

WMDIO NE iaiceecissdaceetesscsenssscipectasslececsonssie 170,000 


Tignish Initiatives Corp, Summerside ....... 97,500 
Aquillium Software Corp, Charlottetown 475,000 
Atlantic Tourism and Hospitality Institute, 

Charlottetown .........scscessssernsccsesssneeeses 1,000,000 
Delta Ware Systems, Charlottetown....... 191,700 
Diversified Metal Engineering Ltd, 

Chisaricotiee tiara arose Scacccccsoccessecons 500,000 
Gabriel & Evangeline, Charlottetown........ 95,750 
On Line Support Inc., Charlottetown ...... 100,000 
Spell Read Canada, Charlottetown ........ 250,000 
Tube Fab Ltd., Charlottetown................. 495,000 


Nova Scotia 

Acadia Crossing Inc., Port Williams........... 55,213 
Devon Fine Art Productions, Windsor ....... 50,000 
Hants-Kings BDC Ltd, Kings & .............0 330,750 
Larsen Packers Ltd., Berwick ........... 
Nova Ski Ltd/Ski Martock, Martock.......... 251 500 
Nu-Air Ventilation Systems Inc., Brooklyn 75,000 
30,000 


Amherst Machining Ltd, Amhe 


Atlantic Biochemical Research Ltd, 


DOO eee SS 300,000 
Blue Mist Pewter (97) Ltd, Springhill ...... 153, 520 
Brian Moore Tours, Amherst ................0s000 66,660 


Desktop Computers Systems Ltd, Amherst30,300 
Pure Energy Battery Corp, Amherst....... 500,000 
Scotia Premium Stamping, Debert ......... 100,000 
South Cumberland Community Care Foundation, 

PINE Soincarsciucsoinccase nc sensantguactinveenste 22,500 
Wentworth Valley Development Ltd, 

Wentworth 
White Star, Amherst ............:ssscsseesssecsseesnee 10,504 
Windjammer 2000 Manufacturing Ltd., 

ANNI OE cele ircachecionccceocecatosccs 


AFL Tank Manufacturing, Arichat.... 162,660 
Black Duck Cove Day Use Park, 

fC pee NS aE 115,982 
C K Samson General Contracting Ltd, 

CORI cic sinesccsnscvescspineescnivicabansteanss 153,520 
C. B. Seafood Ltd, Inverness ..............00+ 171,864 
Inverness Historical Society, Inverness .... 141,475 
Island Resources Ltd., Dundee ............... 129,280 


Isle Madame Call Centre, Petit de Grat 173,441 
Madame Island Sea Farms, Cape Breton 163,594 
Navitrak Manufacturing Inc., Port............ 350,000 
Premium Seafoods Ltd, Arichat................ 

Savoury Marine Ltd., Arichat... ed 
Scotia Rainbow Inc., Arichat................. 1,000,000 
Two Rivers Development, Marion Bridge . 96,600 
Silviculture Contractors Assoc, 


a8 yee ea ee 538,000 
Atlantic By-Catch Indus 410,702 
Bay Life Art, Tantalion ........::..ssssssssssessessss 27,266 


Ocean Nutrition Canada Ltd., Bedfo: 
Pennywise Group Inc., Halifax oc csnsnene 

Aqua Jem Farms Ltd, Port Mouton .......... 17,237 
Atlantic Pearl Seafood Ltd, Shelburne ..... 110,000 
Cape Island Yacht Ltd, Clark’s Harbour .. 100,000 
Composites Atlantic Ltd, Lunenburg ....... 109,200 


43 


Darrow Wood Products Ltd, Sandy Point 119,146 
Harry Freeman and Son Ltd./Fingertek Inc., 


GOON eins dais csictestsnsessctncasseeces 104,000 
Joval International Inc., Liverpool ... 750,000 
Loyalist Inn, SheIDUFNE ...........<-cssseesssseeesseee 61,416 
Mainland N.S.Youth Entrepreneurship, 

| eee reat Amer eae 463 
Old Salt Seafoods Ltd, Neweliton ... 


Salter Street Films, Shelburne ................ 
Shelburne Park Development Agency, Shelburne 

PING cies scistnecssscinserlp vedi esscaneh Sharnivedioticg 400, 
Thomas H. Raddall Park, Queens County124,550 
Town of Lunenburg, Lunenbuly ............... 200,655 
Town of Shelburne, Shelburne ......... 
World Shopping Towers, Liverpool .. 
Alice Works, Dartmouth 
Eagle Trading Company, Dartmouth ........ 45,000 
East Preston Day Care Centre, 

ee UND cosenceesssnssavscnsszs ssi 26,383 
Global Forwarding Company Ltd, Truro . 200,000 
Interactive Trading Network, Dartmouth .. 30,000 


Lake City Woodworkers, Dartmouth............ 8,080 
Precision Glassblowing Ltd, Dartmouth .... 20,000 
Radical Neon & Design Ltd., Darmouth ... 13,229 
Sunburst Cleaners Ltd, Dartmouth ES Bee 44,115 
Trismar Research Inc, Dartmouth ............. 10,000 
Braeshore Boatbuilding & Repairs, 

i ESE Bee eae 20,000 
C.F. Dickson Forest Products Ltd., 

ae Se EEE Te 350,000 
County Building Supplies, Cook's Cove .... 40,000 
Dornadic Consulting Ltd, Alma... 25,000 


Dunrite Blasting and Coatings Ltd, Trenton 55,984 
... 250 


NOW GlaSQOW .........cssssssesccesssnsessesesessnssess 10,000 
M. R. MacDonald Holdings Ltd, Woodburn 52,500 
Mac A Metal Fabrication, Trenton............. 15,000 
MacPherson's Trailer Services Ltd, 

a SIRES RS 140,000 


Maritime Gamma Products Inc., Stellarton. 74,412 
New Scotland Brewing Company Inc., 
PRINT vsessstetasaiccbiiagstionasibedigas santpokeomcalcas 70,000 


County 
Scotia Aqua Farms, Larry's River............ 108,840 
South Side Greenhouses, South Side....... 20,000 
Summer Street Industries, New Glasgow . 150,000 
Town Of Mulgrave, MUIgrave ..........sss0 101,000 
Town of Pictou, Pictou............. me, 

Town of Westville, Westville 
Transatlantic Transport Co-Op Ltd, 

NOW CHAR IOW inaseossscnnwsstssalicjschintesseissierd 96,460 
Atlantech Extrusion Inc., North Sydney ... 349,992 
Castle Rock Inn Ltd, Ingonish Ferry........ 168,000 
Classic Cheesecakes Inc., Sydney 
Cochran Entertainment Inc., Sydeny ... 2, 500, 000 


Direct Edi, Symdey siss-....sossscotetanecnssccecsssscee 150,785 
East Coast Rope Ltd, Sydney... 523,020 
H. Loomer Greenhouses Ltd, 

Cand DRUDINT co os 368,143 
Hillman’s Transfer Ltd, Sydney ................ 100,000 
— Beach Volunteer Fire Dept., 

|, | pea an laa coe iene Open URE oe 67,900 
Pleasant Bay Community Development , Pleasant 


Asenneeennnananeesenanerseerennennnsneaeneeeenennenasanenee 


Bay 
PLI pare Ltd., Sydney ........... 1,984,800 
Precision Fineblank Components, ee 


Terra Nova Fertilizer Exports Inc., 

Co sD Cone T 265,290 
Tim Dealer Services Inc., Cape Breton. 1,278,750 
Baker's Dozen Ltd, HalifQX oo ssesnsnscsnene 66,810 


Company Lecation Approved amount 


Black Business Initiative, Halifax ................ 90,000 
Long Distance Atlantic, Halifax 
ManuTech RITC, Halifax .... 


Annapollis Ventures Ltd, An 
Auberge au Havre du Capitaine, 
Meteghan RIVEF .........csssssscvssesssssssseesseers 110,980 


Community Recycling Service, Hebron 
Del's Tire Shop, Meteghann ...........ssssecsssee: 
y ~~ Develop. Assoc., 


Scie sutastabavadsconemanighiiectuinsdcs 84,163 

ElectroBraid Fence Manufacturing Ltd 
TTI iiss cin ectaceitscibicitioe 500,000 
Emerald Forest Products Ltd., Tusket ..... 118,092 


Ferme d'Acadie (La), Chebogue Point ..... 75,000 
Hillsburn Basin Scallop Group, Digby ...... 137,360 
Image Conscious Inc., Yarmouth...........+. 40, 
La Rapure Acadienne Ltd, Church Point .. 10,000 
LeBlanc Brothers Construction Company Ltd, 


MI acs chanesosocnsscusad eBasaetbasasconcne 45,000 
Magic Mersey River Camp, Caledonia ..... 50,734 
Municipality of the District of Clare, 

DOME OU CIBINT ica ecscicsacsccscscanosonnepeon’ 17,500 
Municipality of the District of Yarmouth .. 600,000 
Open for Business, WiNdSOF ..........ssssss 331,280 


Pelagics Research Council, Bay of....... 
R & R Finfish Development Ltd., 

is) REE EE SERENE Pere 
Scotia Net Technologies, Yarmouth 
Sentinel Printing Ltd, Yarmouth ..........cccssse 
Shaw Wood Industries Ltd, Deep Brook 1,000,000 
Telesis Communications Inc., Yarmouth . 552,328 
Thompson's Transfer, MiddlOtON eecrnn. 200,000 
Trout Point Lodge, East Kemptville ........ 135,000 
Upper Clements Park, Annapolis Royal .. 375,858 
Yarmouth County Industrial, Yarmouth ... 274,000 
Yarmouth County Industrial Committee, 


MAREN al ashi icccctundsistaponcnsaltbenivvased 250,000 
Blue Water Susinees Development Corp., Sheet 

MRC aah sic chspnlicocbaarenneseabbvtsarsondeagecs 135,000 
EnviroSeal Engineering Products Ltd, 

VIRION Sit soni nscetiosheescneessnnastois 32,250 


Halifax East Micro Enterprise Development , 
90,000 


LD) peer ania ea nee 


New Brunswick 

Silviculture Project, New Brunswick 

21st Century Mercantile, Hartland 5 

Aberdeen Produce Co. Ltd.—"Bag Fire-Wood" , 
CT | RRR UCU IDs See 51,500 

AMT Advanced Monitoring Technologies Inc., 


HOOWICI FRIIS cc ccavcascovnisets ibsibcescessoice 10,000 
Artal Industries Inc., Woodstock............ 1,000,000 
Atlantic Potato Dist. Ltd., Perth-Andover 300,000 
Atlantic Rentals Ltd., Woodstock ............... 24,000 
Barrett Diversified Corp, Woodstock........... 16,070 
C.W. Grant Shingle Mill, Bloomfield........ 107,315 
Canada East Manufacturing, Bristol.......... 22,000 
Carleton-Victoria Wood Producers Assoc., 

PRTNEUIOIIID osscvccaitessinvosorsenstscindedateivessizs 21,000 


Florenceville Fish Hatchery, Florenceville .. 18,209 
Grand Falls Central Bakery Ltd., 


SND vivecichccoteserecions 230,000 
Graph’X"Perts, Woodstock . . 19,607 
Guest Screw Machine Prod ., Bath138,766 
Hainesville Sawmill, Lower ..............:s-e000 65,000 


Hartland Armature Works Ltd., Hartland .. 40,000 
Hartwood Industries Ltd., Waterville Fs em 59,994 


Hot Towels P.O. Ltd., Grand Falls........... 30,240 
James Sparkes & Sons Sawmill Ltd., 

Se Sen e ee 180,000 
Lindsay Lumber Ltd., Maplewood ............. 48,500 
Majestic Woodworking, Beechwood .......... 41,120 


McLaughlin Roof Trusses Ltd., Upper ..... 115,200 
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Company Location Approved amount 


Patisseries Belgo-Canadiennes Inc., 
COPA SM Saad acti ccnsesedemsarnnsnodhe 600,000 


RE RI — ".. 82,500 


Woodstock Pro-Tek Apparel Inc. 
Woodstock First ......s:sssssscsessssssesssseceeesssses 40,000 
Atlantic Furniture Manufacturing Inc., 

PRON saccadic css iscsees chcacavcnssstssonsn 750,000 
Atlantic Yarns Inc., Atholville ................. 2,000,000 
Beaulieu Aluminium Inc., Edmundston ..... 40,000 
Bois L.R.D. Inc., Madawaska ...........ss0s00 27,490 
Collége communautaire de Campbeliton, 

GION ascsscicttccincacecchacssesisoveceace 1,700,000 
Community Enterprise Store, 

i Ot eee Te 169,066 
Cotton Yarn Manufacturing Facility, 

POI G iascsket Sacesstacipkcssevasicsteeenonsvnncs 1,000,000 


Eel River Bar First Nation, Eel River Bar ‘* 000 
Fireready INC., Clair .........c..cssccsssssesssessesese 75,000 


GL. Industries Inc., Ste-Anne dé@............ 57, 138 
Harnais ProteXion Plus, Sainte-Anne de .. 29,455 
High Country Ltd., Atholville ..............+ 200,000 
Image Industrie Inc., Edmunston ............+. 24,276 
Inch Arran Tourism/Business Development, 
INN ne acirvnccishedeionscnibsbnisandics 862,453 
IPL Inc., EGMUNSton .......-..cssecsecseesseseeeeeee 500,000 


Johnson Enterprises Ltd., Val D'Amours . 600,000 


Commercial Park, Eel River Bar ... 40,295 
Priorité Santé Inc., Edmundston .............+ 20,000 
R.L. Lattes Inc., Ste-Anne de... 40,000 
Shermag Inc. (Div. Nadeau), 

Edmundston.............:00+ 


Sportscover International Inc., ; 
Aqua Cuisine Inc., Caraquet ........scsssesse 25,375 


Atlantis Food Products Inc., St. Simon.... 110,000 
Aventures OdeBay Adventures Inc., 

FR aca docthcasonindenecnsitinach 33,620 
B.J. Foods Ltd., Bathurst ...........c.ssssessseese 34,641 
Blue Cove Group (1993) Inc., 

BRMTREOT III case cbesthcosckcnnsusclsnastiotinadhosonse 300,000 


Chiasson Aquaculture Ltée, Miscou 
City Thermo Pane, Beresford .........:.sss00 
Colorflex Carpet Systems, Bathurst........ 

Culture de moules, lle de Miscou 
Evangéline la poupée, Caraquet 
Lamtrac INnc., LAMEQUE ..........ssessesssssseeseee 
Les Entreprises A.R. Savoie et Fils Ltée, 

Tracadie-Sheila ........ssserssseseers 


Les Gants Brunswick, 
Mise en conserve de la truite d’ aqua 
TS REED RF PER 
Moulin McGraw Saw Mill, Tracadie-Sheila125, 000 
Pabineau First Nation, Pabineau................ 49,455 


Pécherie GEM, Bas-Caraquet...........sss000 211,315 
Placements G.G.R. Ltée, Bas-Caraquet . 114,000 
Premier Tech, Caraquet ....sssvssssssssssssessess 680,000 
Scieries G.u.W.A. Ltée, Les, Paquetville ... 25,128 
Thermolok Canada Inc., Beresford 100, 000 
Thermopak, Shippagan .....-..ssvssss 
Transform Pack Inc., Shippagan ...........» 37,350 
Commercial Tent Rentals & Sales Ltd, 


HTM Industries Inc., 350,000 
Signet Radiology Inc., WHTURD si ssscccncsecsaartes 80,000 
St. Martins Beautification Society, 

Sie PRT aoa cecdaccenensspichinincnoneiceicceecad 88,400 
BABCO Enterprises, Red Bank ........:00000 20,000 


Bardeaux Acadieville Shingles, Rogersville 42,488 
Berger Peat Moss, Baie Ste Anne .......... 180,000 
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Company Location Approved amount 


C Shells Inc., Chatham/Mirami ............... 
Camille’s Auto Care, Miramichi City 
Castleberry Co. Inc., St-Charles .........000 40, ‘000 
Eastwind Specialty Veneers Ltd., Miramichi 44,860 
Future Trailer 95, Rogersville... 24,500 
K.W. Keith & Associates Ltd., M i 
Lounsbury Company Ltd, Miramichi City . 
Magna Marine Inc., Baie Ste-Anne........... 30,000 
Maraichers Kent Gardeners Ltd., 

PUNT VIN cca ps susosacavcsensissisrcneinass nae 42,000 
Miramichi Plumbing and Electrical Supplies 7,750 
North and South Esk Recreation Council Inc., 


SST GUT eos cachassenbodisiecrt blots toccalio tes 70,000 
Pasi Peat Inc., Baie Ste Anne ............0 20,000 
Radio-Beauséjour Inc., Shediac ............s000- 15,000 
Raymond O'Neil and Son Fisheries Ltd., Baie 


Um RN oi ciesstccnsladecitceeee 40,000 
Red Bank First Nation, Red Bank............ 
Redsky Institute of Technology Inc., 


INGTON 2s a ose 40,000 
River Rehabilitation Services Inc., 

EIEN oases nsectninipsancccandescibeaeda 20,000 
Rogersville Collision & Repairs Ltd., 

POQMTOVENG 1. eo Sls ke 5,500 


Skyway Wood Products, Miramichi .......... 220,000 
Sociéte Historique de Néguac (La), 

tL re feebte Se Deere henicass te BERIOOES CaN EPS 30,000 
T’s Me (799856 Ontario Ltd.), Brantville 500,000 
Tabusintac Regional Golf Club Inc., 


1 Sennalined Oe evr! MENA ie ee 148,000 
Tech Sea Corp, Miramichi ..........:csssseccssse: 300,000 
Walsh Truck & Trailer Repair Ltd., 

LL |, SOR Ses Ne ts econ 50,000 
Business & Technology Institute, Inc., 

POOORYICION ii scl Te sjeceenicesictie Aoeesiation sacs 61,389 
Cabinetech Inc., Fredericton .........ssssesses 16,600 


Picaroons Brewing Company, Fredericton . 250,000 
Theatre New Brunswick, Fredericton... 160,000 
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton 83,520 
Atlantic Pressure Treating Ltd. (APTL), 


IOV esis nclostassocaepcsencetsrasiosaccs 450,000 
Card’s Aquaculture Products Ltd 

PMMA chat na srezcorentcansabagh ehboctous tastes 110,000 
Crossroads At Rivers Edge Ltd., 

a Rc rn RR eee aces oe 45,900 


Crown Tanks of Canada Ltd., Pennfield 250,000 
Eastern Charlotte Waterways Inc., 

RC 1 aesnap ll eA ea 59,500 
Heritage Chocolate Museum, St. Stephen .50,000 
Sticks and Stones Manufacturing Inc., 

Bala SIMIAN ccaccendhsch estas assscbansoentsppresonns 100,000 
Stortec Inc., Fredericton.............. 
SWP Industries Inc., St. Stephen i 
Ten Pin Alley, St. Stephen ...........scscssesenee 110, 000 
True North Salmon Co. Ltd., St. George 250,000 
Ateliers du Verso (Les), Sainte-Anne de ... 20,000 
Aubergine & Spa enrg., Riverside-Albert .. 16,000 
Bell Productions Inc., Richibouctou ........... 40,000 
Canneberges Acadiennes, Richibouctou ... 25,000 
Capital Forest Products Inc., Bouctouche 50,000 
Chalets de Chebooktoosk Inc., 

a Toe a 17: SR eA oat 108,000 
Classic Comfort Co., Kent South... .. 20,000 
Gazebos Plus 2000 Inc., St-Antoine........... 40,000 
Hope Mushroom Farms Inc., Riverview ... 34,000 
Leslie Léger & Sons Ltd., Cap-Pelé ....... 456,118 


Malpec Peat Moss Ltd., Rexton ..........+.+ 125,000 
Memramcook Institute, Memramcook..... 600,000 
. 150,000 
80,000 


Ocean Pier Inc., Scoudouc........... : 
Passtex Group Inc., Saint-Antoin 
R. G. Seafood Marine Distributors 

DACKKOG'G: FANG so ccnveenscnscssicoresnsccusasonbdiesdiedl 
Savoie Lighting Inc., Bouctouche.............. 
Bourque Industrial Ltd., Saint John 
Waypak Inc., Saint JOHN .......ssessseessserenes 


Company Location  Approvetl amount 
Quebec 


Produits Forestiers Turpin, Thurso ....... 1,328,000 
Produits forestiers Turpin Inc., Thurso ...... 80,000 
Renyco Inc. (Phase Il), Thurso ............... 
Fabrication Fransi, Baie-Comeau .. 


Ebénisterie 116 Inc., Warwick .. .. 136,000 
Plombaction Inc., Victoriaville Pris tems 40,000 
Production Haut de Gamme, Victoriaville . 70,000 
904-30042, St-Demis ............ccccessessesseeeesee 200,000 
Christina Canada, Montréal-Nord ........... 856,800 


Exquisite Form Canada inc., Montréal ..... 21,875 
Héritage Decoys Ltée, Montréal................ 

Leslie Belle inc., Montréal nord . 
Modes Conili, Montréal Nord.... 
Private source inc., Montréal..... 
Tricot Terrytex in., Montréal ...... 
Tricots exclusive inc., Montréal . it 
Tricots Giorgio inc., Montréal .................000 79,200 


Vétements Gildan - Phase Il, Montréal .. 455,963 
Cuirs Sal-Tan, Louiseville ..............sc.0c 150,000 
Les Parquets Dubeau Ltée, St-Norbert .. 223,448 
Moustiqu’Air Topnet, St-Gabriel de ........... 20,000 
Saga International, Berthierville................ 171,000 
Association des golfeurs de Fort-Prével Inc., 
Gaspé (Prével) .........ssccslessssecssnecsssseeeeee 200,000 
Bioparc de la Gaspésie, Bonaventure ...... 110,000 
Elevage de Pétoncles, lles-de-la-Madel .. 222,000 


Madeleine Inc., Grande Entrée ............... 120,000 
MRC des iles, Grande-Entrée, .. ig 

Pécheries Marinard, Riviére-au-Re' 
Recyclage BML, Riviére-au-Renar .... 
Tourelle, TOurelle ...........ccccccesseseesnes 


Ville de Chandler, Chandler ................000 
Bois Feuillus de la Liévre Inc. (Les), 

Ste-Anme@ DU LAC.......ccccscsssscesneessecenseesees 180,400 
Camion Freightliner, Beaux-Rivages ......... 74,000 
David Lauzon, Papineauville .................0+ 400,000 
Entreprises Pro Folia Ltée, Denholm...... 300,000 
Industries Franc Bois, Maniwaki .............. 820,000 


L. Tanguay, Mont-Laurier 
OSB Forex, Brois-Franc.............cecsseesseeeees 
Produits Forestiers Coulonge, 
FOrt-COUIONGE ...........csessssecsssesseseceeeensees 
Sciage de Ste-Anne-du-Lac... 
Scierie Cedco inc., Maniwaki ..... 
3393062 Canada inc., Montréal 
Ateliers Lucifer, Montréal ........ 
Chateau Lingerie Manufacturi 
a canckSsaeaclninconicine 
Etuis Boblen, Montréal .. ; 
Golden Brand, Montréal 
La fonderie, Montréal ...............-. 
Médicus Technologies, Montréal 
P3i Inc., Centre-Ville «00.0... 
Ronor Innovations, Montréal .. 
Tricots Mains, Montréal ...... 
Raglan, Rouyn-Noranda.......... 
3458121 Canada inc., Matane .. 
Algo Quebec, Les Méchins ......... 
Champignons de |’est, Mont-Joli 
Mecker technologies, Amqui ...... 
Textile Matane, Matane...... 
Vieux Rafiot, Matane...... 
FOMC- St-Laurent, Bas St-La 
Design Lutex, Montréal ............ssscsssssneees 
1 Manufacturier inc. - Phase |, Montréal 199, 992 


Airmec climatisation, Anjou ...........ss00s00 60,000 
Aliments Pro-Marque, Riviére-des-Prair .. 130,300 
Ameublements Artélite, Anjou ................- 150,000 
Artitalia, Riviere-des-Prair........... . 192,400 
Artitalia Inc. ll, Riviére-des-Prair ............. 290,000 
Bas Iris, Anjou-Riviéve ................ 6,500,000 
Bérou International, ANjOu ..............00 156,000 


Camions Walteck inc., Montréal est.......... os 
Chaines de Traction Québec, Anjou ....... 000 
Chocolats Vadeboncoeur, Anjou.............++: 739,000 


THE TAXPAYER 


Company Location Approve amount 


Cimatec Environmental Engineering, 


dusk: fh, So pPAERE Sa IEES aA ENO Ione 99,000 
Convertisseurs de Papier Atlas, 
Rividre-des-Praiir ..........sssssessssesesssessnsees 300,000 


Craft Master Futon Inc., Riviére des ...... 109,920 
Créations Jean-Jacques, Riviére-des ......... 49,800 
Equipements de sécurité Arkon, Anjou 1,450,000 
Fabri-Métal, Anju .........:scssssssssssveesssseees 245, 
Filés canadiens Ltée, Montréal-Est 
Fillab, Riviére-des-Prair ... 
Flexfab, Anjou 
Fornirama inc., Montréal ......... 
Fourniture international, Anjou ... 
Frigorifiques Totale, Anjou ..... 
Golf Anjou, Anju ............-:0sses00e- 
Graphique Jean Inc., Ville d’Anjou .......... 
Groupe Wilco, ANJOU ..........ssescsecsseerssees 
Inde Pane Ltée, Riviére-des-Prair 
Krack-O-Pop, Anjou 
Leadra Design Inc. Phase |, Anjou 
Les Produits de Fil et Métal Cogan Ltée, 


[at] | pete TIN ee aechs Sato Sam ,000 
M.R.T. Industries, Anjou .... 270,000 
Montreal Tankers, Montréal & 00.0... 98,221 
ORB Tech, Anjou ...........ssvsssseesees . 646,401 
Outillages Avitec inc., Montréal .. . 194,000 
Plastiques Novoplas, Ville d’Anjou .. 330,000 
Portes Dusco, Riviére-des-Prair . 260,000 


Produits Cushion Ease, Anjou.... 
Produits Métalliques J.P., Anjou ..... 
Produits Steelcity, Riviére-des-Prair 
Produits Vito, Riviére-des-Prair ....... 
Qualit-T-Plus, Riviéres-des-Prai .. 
R. 2000, Riviére-des-Prair ........... 
RGA Métal, Riviére-des-Prair . 
Ropack, Anj 
Soudure Weldoro Inc., Riviere des ............ 
Technologies de Recyclage a Anjou 120,000 
Téléphonie au Québec, Montréa 520 
Terra Board Canada, Anjou ............ 
TiltMaster Canada Inc., Montréal ........... 
Vacuum Platters, ANJOU ........-.. ea 
Ventilation Maximum, Riviére-des- 
Vigoex International, Montréal-est 
Aérospatial Globax, Shawinigan ........... 5 
Auberge de la Matigouche, 
St-Alexis-d@S-M ........ccssesecessessessseseesnseeees 
Auberge Gouverneur Shawinigan, 
Meteghan River ...........:sssssscssecsseesssseene 
Auberge Grand-Mére, Grand-Mére 
Baluchon inc., St-Paullin .........:secssseessees 300,000 
Bateaux Célébrity Co. (Les), Montréal ... 368,235 
Confections St-Elie |, St-Elie de Caxton .. 62,108 
Confections St-Elie Il, St-Elie de Caxton 223,000 
Delastek, Grand-M@re .........ssscsssssseseeneeese 
Ebénisterie Pelletier, Shawinigan-S 
Gérard Milette, St-Boniface 
Hétel du Boisé, Shawinigan-Sud ............. 
M.G. Arseneault & Fils, Shawinigan ......... 75,000 
Megatech Electro, Grand-Mére 
Meribec Enr., Grand-Me@re ...........ssesssssese ; 
Qualimec industrielle inc., Saint-Boniface 120,000 
Salle de quilles Biermans Inc, Shawinigan 45,168 
Atelier d’Usinage Aero Ltée, 


Montr@al-Nord ..........scsossessssesssesesssesseeene 168,216 
Guru Bicycle Manufacturing inc. - Riviére-des-Prair 

Si ee 32,560 

ht a oor a ea 32,560 
Howmet Cercast (Canada) inc., Montréal711,000 
International Minicut, Montréal Nord sis 750,000 
Produits chimiques Triumph Inc., Montréal59,090 
Laboratoire La Pocatiére, La Pocatiére...... 75,000 
Légumier Basque inc., Trois-Pistoles ...... 213,357 
Avia-Impex, Neuville ...........:scseesssesssssesssees 50,220 
SPs FOTO, OTN asa genic nintecnonatccnens 383,300 


Company Location Approved amount 


Menuiserie André Julien et Frere, 
Deechambarlt .......<-ccecccscnscossseccoresseresese 
Métal Perreault Inc., Donnaconna picctboes 


Planchers Leclair Inc., St-Louis de . 
Produits HBL, St- Valére 

A.H.F. Ltée, Ville ..... 
Alliance Médicale, Sai 
Insight Canada, Saint-Laurent... = 
Leabrooke inc., Saint-Laurent .................. 


Momentum systemes de gestion, 
0 eo eet elo 
Placage RT Ltée, Saint-Laurent............+ 
Produits nationaux pour l'environnement, Saint- 
IOAN sch cctostbarasteraisaacastsaegitcinsasaoesbecse 246,000 
Produits Simon & Sou, Saint-Laurent ..... 135,180 
Vapor Canada, Montréal ouest ..............- 270,000 
Vétements Gildan-Phase |, Saint-Laurent. 116,850 
Wexler Textile, Montréal ...........scsssssseeseeee 100,000 
Cristini d'Amérique du Nord, Argenteuil, .. 70,000 
Renyco inc., THUISO .......sssssssesessnssserssnseees 000 


Robert Ribeyron Ltd., Papineauville... 
C.N.1.J., MOntral ........ccccsecsnee 
Chocolates splendides, Montréa 
Corporate Software & Technologies, Ville. 206, 855 
te Softwear and Technologies, 
ee | jones = A 
Emballages Stuart Packaging, 
Crustacés Baie-Trinité, Baie Trinité a tint 350,000 
Gonthier Industries, Riviére St-Jean......... 241,080 
Gonthier Industries, Riviér St-Jean.......... 
Bas Siebruck Ltée, Montréal nord .. 
Claviers Memtronik, Montréal ......... 
Dorel Industries inc., Saint-Léonard 
Gescofab, St-Léonard 
Lingerie One 2 One Inc., Montréal............ 
Microtec Services Techniques 
ANIOTIIG sis ssi e ! 
PEMLA, Montréal... 
Sélection Textile Inc., St-Léonai 


Store de bois Montréal, St-Léonard 99,000 
Tricots Bozart, St-L6ONAF .ccscnsuonenee 186,200 
Vétements SFI-96, Montréal ................... 340,950 


Viconics Electronics Inc., St-Léonard ....... 82,800 


Zone Corporative, Montréal Nord ...... 70,500 
Champi-Lac, St-Edmond-des-....... .. 50,000 
Gilbert-Tech, RODerVal ..........:..csssssssseeees 225,000 
Séchage de feuillu par Le Tournant Inc., 

TSM ise ec ocen ch cssusdeocesecatccbion 315,000 
Sociéte cogéneration du Québec, 

SINC css sscconcesnwtsteese cdots rscenecataaes 250,000 
Centre Sir William Price, Jonquiére............ 93,000 
Coopérative Forestiére Laterriére Inc., 


Larouche 
Hydralfor, Laterriére ..........cse000» 
Maisonnée du Lac Vert, Laterriére . 
Cheminées indusrielles, Riviére du Nord, 150, 000 
Complexe hételier Saint-Jovite/Mont Tremblant, 

Si Demi EB ea stlnsapiocesscevacteston 63,900 
Fenétre MQ Inc., a 
GM Dufour, St-Faustin .. 
Rayonese, St-J6rOMe ........:csescssesssseeeessers 200,000 
Station Mont Tremblant, Mont Tremblant 586,400 
Trica InC., St-JOPOME .........ccssccssecassscesernseees 65,000 
Aliments L.R., Chicoutimi .. 
Aliments Sorrento, Chicoutimi ................. 
Atelier de couture de Chicoutimi, 

Chicoutimi NER 


Manches laminés du Québec, “0 
Ste-Famille 


Company Location Approved amount 


ADF Industries Lourdes Inc., Lachine .. 1,110,000 
Niram-Fab Inc., Montréal .............:.ssscssecsses 30,000 
Ateliers Oméga, Pointe-aux-Trem............ 100,000 
Bonbon Rio Candy, Pointe-aux-Trem ....... 80,000 
Bonbon Rio Candy Inc., Montréal Est ..... 52,000 
Caoutech, Pointe-aux-Trem S Siebieionse 295,000 
Corp financiére Household, Montréal .. 2,505,000 
Delstar, Pointe-aux-Trem ............cssessseee0e 120,000 


Falko International, Montréal-est...... 
G.I.E Technologies, Pointe-aux-Ti 


Heinz Plastics, Montréal Est ....... 196,400 
Macarons Oriens Inc., Montréal............... 135,000 
Marquez Transtech Phase |, 

i eee a ee 138,000 
Marquez Transtech Phase |, 

POINtE-AUX- TOM .......ccsseccvecsveesneerseeenetene 752,724 
Métaux non-ferreux Gauthier, 

POINte-AUX-TLOM ..........essesecessersesrseesseeeee 


Plastique Formplast, Montréal Est . 
Primo International, Montréal Est 


Produits Non-ferreux Gauthier Inc., 

ES ee 
Teinturiers Hubbard inc., Montréal-Est .. ‘300, 200 
Thermo-Sub, Montréal Est Be sadullaeScacbebins 240,000 
Imaflex Inc., Montréal ouest .. ... 92,400 
Lamiflex, Ville St-Pierre ...... . 300,000 
TouchTunes Digital Jukebox 6al270,000 
Barreaux La Tuque, TUqUe .........-..-.s00 102,000 
Distribution Toiture Mauricienne, 

Cap-de-la-Madel ............ssssssscecssesssseeeees 280,000 
Industrie de meuble E.G., 

Ste-ANMO-de-la- ..........eccsecesseesseesneeeneeneee 100,000 
Industries Fermco Ltée, St-Adelphe........ 200,000 
Minoterie les Brumes, Batiscan ................. 39,790 
Planchers Best Value Inc., St-Stanislas ... 100,000 
Scierie Opitciwan, Obedjiwan ................0 300,000 
Service de Scieries La Tuque inc, 

Sl 181,975 
Meubles Forwood 2000+ inc., Montréal ... 34,000 

Phase Il, Montr@al .............sssssecssecsnessneeee 68,000 
San (SLP Automotive Canada), 

OE Seas ee ee ee 110,000 
Technologies GNR, Lasalle 128,000 
Unilight Ltd, LaSalle... 25,000 
Avalon Hosiery Inc., Montréal .-. 30,000 
Blinds To Go, MOntr@al ...........sssscsosseeessnses 148,000 
Boulangerie Au Pain Doré, Montréal ........ 98,000 


ECO Plastique, Montréal 


Sol ues, Montreal......... 

Torpedo, Montréal .............scs0ss 

Vidéotron Télécom, Montréal est ......... 

Visqué Inc., MOMtéal ..........sssssssessssereesee 220,000 
Centre de Santé Eastman, Eastman......... 45,000 
Electro Coil, Montréal ......ssscssossssesseessnnee 225,000 
Gexel Télécom International Inc., Magog 404,800 
Wulftec International, Ayer's CFE cance 90,000 
Ameurig Inc., Montréal ..........sssssssesseesssees 29,213 
Premier Fruits et Legumes BBL inc., 

Montréal i 113,468 
Aliments BARI, 144,000 
Annabel Canada, Drummondvi Ciamaide 75,000 

Bois-Francs St-Charles, Drummondville . 150,000 
Core Compétence, St-Germain de ......... 120,000 
Machineries Verville, Drummondville ....... 270,000 
Martin Lemire et Fils, St-Germain de ....... 67,200 
Métapro, Saint-Nic6phore .............ssse 390,000 
Métapro Inc., St-Nic6phore ...........ecssseeee 150,000 
Outillage de Précision Drummond, 

ETLTIUOTONINO osc cccncsoncivcovecosdsndscmenssence 400,000 


Outillage de précision Drummond Inc., 
DrUMMONAVIIe ............secceecssesssesseecseeeseee 
Produits Proflex, Drummondville ... 


Réfrigérateurs Foster du Canada, 
DIUMMONAVIIE .............-ceeccneesveenseeseeesseene 115,000 
Rivalair, Drummondville ..............ss0eseseeeee 350,000 


THE TAXPAYER 


Company Location Approved amount 


SCA Molnlycke, Drummondville ...........+++- 500,000 
Soucy Plastique, Drummondville . .. 318,000 
Textile Monterey, Drummondville ............-.. 88,000 


Volailles du Fermier, Drummondville 300,000 
Canadoil Forge, Bécancour.............. 120,000 
Hebco International, Sorel ...... 630,000 
J. Fagen & Fils, St-Joseph de .........scsses 80,000 
3D, Nicolet-Sud........ 201,800 
MRC de Coaticook, Coaticook .... 250,000 
MRC de Coaticook III, MRC de . 250,000 
Abilon inc., Montr@al .............scssesssvesssseess 128,000 
Centre de suivi des entreprises, 
We de Montréal .........ssssesssssseesssssssesseeees 150,000 


Cie d'information Zéro Un inc., Montréal 102,000 
Confer’Tech International inc., Montréal 150,500 


Consyst SQL inc., Montréal ...........cs:ss00: 201,200 
Contact Solutions Group Inc., Montréal1,000,000 
Fair Group (The), Montréal ...........0..:sss0s: 238,000 
OT RIN hss shecisdashasienicaccvssiene bet 81,000 
Groupe Mentor Inc., Montréal «146,290 
pe Re i” Ge ee ae SSE ieee 191,169 


Media Express Telemarketing, Montréal . 961,744 


Multidev techologies inc., Montréal 90,000 
Pro-image Ken Graetz, Montréal............... 65,000 
Rider Travel Group, Montréal .............0 637,000 
Service Marketing Equinox, Montréal ...... 141,180 
Sitel Téléservices Canada, Montréal....... 410,000 
Société Diasson, Centre-Ville . . 127,119 
Sogemec Assurance, Montréal . 115,300 
Systémes Richter, Montréal .... .-- 405,000 
Visa Desjardins, Montréal... ... 170,075 
Zohar Plastique, St-Heni........ ... 140,000 
Abattoir A. Trahan, Yamachiche . ... 256,000 
Béritec, LOUISEVIIE ..............cssscnesssesseecneeseeeee 75,000 
KAPTA inc., Trois Riviéres .. .... 200,000 
Mode Optimo, Louiseville .................sssss0 71,841 
Savik Super-Chrome, Trois-Riviéres-o .... 140,000 


Teinturies MGS (1999) Inc., 


Kiewit-Nuvumiut, Kangiosujuag ..............- 
Produits forestiers Nabakatuk Inc, 
et Ree ee eee 
Centre alimentaire St-Jude, Alma, . 
Centre de coupe de viandes, Alma, 
Usine Wollastonite, St-Ludger de ... 


Friperie de l’est, RIMOUSKI ..........-+<sss»eee 
Multi-Cedres d’Esprit-Saint, Esprit-Saint 174, 512 
Ontario 
Cedar Meadows, Matagami River .......... 270,000 
Cliks Medical Research Corp., 

Yj 4 Re ee 128,763 
Cree —_ Ceacidiondee Tourism, 

MOOS€ FactOry ........cssssccssssssssesseneesesseees 897,750 
Kap Machine Shop & Welding Ltd, i ae 
LeClair Manufacturing, Hea 30,000 


Les Affilages Huot Tool Sharpening Inc., 
(ee 75,000 


Les Serres Mami Greenhouses, Hearst .... 32,995 
Lulu’s Steakhouse & Family Restaurant, 

IE talaeocpaseecsinepreeeesceceneesihis 155,000 
Luzenac Talc, Penhorwood .........ssssess0 447,000 
Northern Ontario Cedar Ltd., Hearst...... 350,000 
Rewinds Plus Electric Motor Services Inc., 

i | | peer ese ee eae te 57,000 
TASC Workers’ Cooperative Inc., 

MM scciekees Es vies aeecacinncettichereone 600,000 

Artisan Cabinets, Sudbury ...........-.:ssss0 150,000 


C-Tech Speciality Systems, Chelmsford . 200,000 
Corp of the Town of Rayside Balfour, 
Sn ef RIES Se erat 


JESS Safety Systems Inc., Sudbury 
Moose Mountain Fisheries, Capreo........ 200, 000 
Rick’s Diesel & Hydraulics Ltd., Alban....... 50,000 
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Company Location Approved amount 


Science North Simulator Project, Sudbury400,000 
Northwestern Ontario Technology Centre, 

PEELING HAAG ns sccisictacisealcadlssescoost veer 1,500,000 
Atikokan Fish Co-op Inc., Caland Lake... 330,000 
Buchanan Northern Hardwoods, 


Rosslyn Village ..........-scssssssecesesseesssesens 1,161,375 
Riverside Grain Products Inc., 

Di fe, REE A SPER eno 
Cavalier Yarn Inc., Long Sault bits 
Ridgewood Industries, Cornwall.............. 302, 217 


Seaway Valley Farmers Energy Co-op Inc., 
Cornwalll ..........-:s000 280,000 
Endurapak Inc., Sudbury . 124,034 


MIRARco, Sudbury ............0s0+ .-- 800,000 
Neureka Research Inc, Sudbury .............. 400,000 
QC-QA Solutions, Sudbury ..............ssescsee 50,000 
Sudbury Family YMCA/Centre for Life, 

ET RE SS eRe p ST 700,000 
Sudbury Technology Centre, Sudbury .. 2,980,000 
Country Style Donuts, Parry Sound .......... 34,789 
Culligan Springs, Emsdale ............ssssssse 150,000 
Found Aircraft Canada Inc, 

Georgian Bay 
GSW Inc., Guelph 


North Sun Gardens Ltd., Ramore........... 212, 500 
Avenor Dryden Learning Centre, Dryden 975,000 
Country View Child Care Centre, Devlin.. 30,500 
D and B Child Care, Kenora........ .. 21,665 

Dryden Work Wearhouse, Dryden 
Fibre Works Canada, Fort Frances ee 
Gas Pipeline Extension, Barclay, Dryden 345, 000 
Globeco International Inc., Rainy River .. 180,000 
Municipal Water & Sewer ‘System, Golden 97,704 


New Source Bottling Ltd., Keewatin........ 200,000 
Newco Ltd., K@MOFa .....sssscssssesesssesssesesssssees 60,000 
Norfab Building Components Ltd., 

Fort FRI soho eccccrendinte ced 355,000 
Northwest Agro-Forestry Ltd., Wabigoon 200,000 
Pikangikum First Nation, Pikangikum ........ 90,000 


Rainy River First Nation, Manitou Rapids . 100,000 
Riverview Industries Kenora Inc., Keewatin 97,100 
Torchlight Studios, Dryden ............ssssecsse 28,000 
Voyageur Panel Staff Orientation, Barwick 250,000 
Hydraulic and Lube Oil Filters, 


Salt Sto. Marte s.n..cnssscsssscsssccssovesassonssie 330,000 
Manufacturing of Steel Railroad Ties, Sault Ste. 

ES ea er 500,000 
Portable Ice Skating/Roller Rink Project (Rink , 

SONNE CIN MAIUIE scccbcescseetsrnsvcnertics iresovivened 80,000 
Spill Tech Industries Inc., 

Satit Sto. Marie’ ..nsccccrccsccsscesscsscsscensscsees 250,000 
Superior Industrial Rail Inc, 

Sault Ste. Marie 0... cssssesesssseesnes 1,000,000 
T'NT Lottery and Information Kiosk, 

Seale SiO: MANS acess. cscsesechacvsconesceoncives 27,125 
888691 Ontario Inc. - O/A Husky Service Station, 

Cochrane.. SS EE eae et eee 108,000 


Glendale Motor Hotel Inc., Iroquois Falls 170, 000 
Kenogami Bridge Inn, Kenogami 15) 
Nor-Arc, Earlton 

Swan Castle Inn, Cochra| 
Trans-Cycle Industries Inc., Kirklai Lake500, 000 
Wabi Iron & Steel Corp., New Liskeard .. 400,000 


Your Place, Kirkland Lake .......sssssesssssesssee 10,000 
Custom Cryogenic Grinding Corp, Simcoe188,000 
Oneida Enterprise Park, Haldimand ........ 500,000 
Assiginack/Wikwemikong Gold Club, 
WRSEOROUI INT 5 csssasscadescscessdacoreonscbave vei vaestel 300,000 
Call Centre Expansion (Revenue Plus Ltd, 
nL eae emir lpn Monk 290,000 
Dairy Queen Drive-Through (1309811 Ontario , 
St LAN a os 5s. ciiceecese mcaenteaterertoteaes 75,000 
Espanola Regional Recreation Complex, 
ESOT 2-5-...-coscsoscsemeeedl onteteaesneaees 400,000 


THE TAXPAYER 


Company Location ee Approved amount Company Location Approved amount 


Espanola Restaurant Inc., Espanola ....... 450,000 
High Falls Lumber Partnership, Wawa ... 240,000 
Houde and Perreault Inc., Chapleau ...... 150,000 
Misswezahging Development Corp, 

| REE soe ee 50,000 
Ojibwe Cultural Foundation, Sudbury ..... 250,000 
bo ag International Inc., Elliot Lake 
Serpent River First Nation, Cutler .......... 380,000 
Waterfront Complex Development Corp, 


shat ESF dae 5. a Ce 220,418 


Spanish 
Wikwekong Learning Centre, Wikwekong 150,000 
Duchess Foods International Inc., 


a ee SRE ee 369,012 
Genfast Manufacturing Company, 

Ll) Se ae 400,000 
RMH Teleservices International Inc., 

BRU IGRN conics ccocusosskcsescocdnscvsdansssvece 1,000,000 


Business Adjustment Services, North Bay .210,000 
Canadian Group, North Bay 1,313,000 
Tembec-Specialty Products Div.,Mattawa . 726,000 
Voyageur Airways, North Bay .........0 1,100,000 


Manitoba 
Boney’s Hardware and Plumbing Ltd., 

NN NE ose scescesscosecececesecene 72,600 
Hamlin Auto, Sagkeeng First ...........ss0e 30,000 
Island Lake Opakitawek Fish Co-op, 

NE POON oo ociconsticnscsnsiyetsanncvernce 350,000 
Jack Mclvor Enterprises, Wabowden ......... 44,244 


Little Black River First Nation Truss Plant, 


Manigotago Bay Inc., Powerview 
Michelle's Fresh Fish Store, The Pas 
Mikesew Lodge, Sherridon....... 
Pierone Harvesting, Wabowden.. 
Red Sucker Lake Fisheries, 

Red Sucker Lake 
S.V. Gas Sales, St. Theresa ...........cssse 
Sagkeeng Solvent Treatment Centre, 

Sagkeeng First...........ssccsssessesssssesssseeeees 160,000 
a. Development Corp, 


Saini iainaianas 2 
Thompson Recycling Centre Inc., 

Thompson 
Wagkigee Inn, St. Theresa............sssss00 400. 
ee First Nation Multiplex, 


lasagamack 
Wey-IIB Oil, Lube and Tire Repair Inc., Sagkeeng 


(ARATE AA “SRS {eA 42,600 
York Boat Diner, Norway House .............. 177,594 
Fisher Personal Care Home, 

MMOD ESPEN VORY cicpasccSernckacctnontusvicsaisncosnnese 477,000 
pad Island Marketing Co-op Ltd., 

Sea asc acscastuediccsesberetclatecpooninece 20,000 
Falcon Trails Resort Inc., Falcon Lake ..... 75,000 
Lac du Bonnet Community Centre Inc., 

BS AIT: EROS NNIIE sc socsinnvencinsascongevensscse 185,000 
Anishinabe Village, Lake Katherine ......... 320,000 
Birdtail Sioux First Nation, St. Lazare, ... 625,000 
Camperville Lakeview Investments Inc., 

UNIO oles sisio concn cadena ircencoonsn 58,000 
Pine Creek First Nation, Camperville ....... 50,000 
Rolling River First Nation, Rolling River . 319,214 
Saskatchewan 
Nipawin and Porcupine Plain Expansion, 

Soe, ee Ee ce 238,750 
Action Communications, Porcupine Plain . 30,000 
Loiselle Creek Abattoir, Hudson Bay ......... 50,000 
North Star Fertilizers Ltd., Prairie River . 120,000 
Northern Floral Express, Hudson Bay ....... 20,000 


Russell J. Cameron Enterprises, 53-54 North 20,000 


A&W ipawin, Nipawin............ 15,000 
— Wood Suppliers Inc., Prince Albert 

NE TE Tac A ae cy MR Lats 162,500 

i ts dissabheceelinse derasaotcoolpsancthccsasGiensigiaconios 80,000 


Ag-Vision Seeds, Nipawin .. 
Aylsham Agro Ltd., Aylsham .. 


NE EI a crceccensaccerapestmereecsctn 20,000 


Brent's Plumbing and Heating, Nipawin ... 21,000 
Budget Farm Fencing Supplies, 

Cie Ree Le nk 49,958 
Canadian Bio-Pellets, Prince Albert ........ 157,438 
Clifford Smith Trucking, Prince Albert....... 72,068 
Cornerstone Cafe & Catering, Carrot River30,000 
Evening Star Designs Ltd., Wahpeton ...... 45,000 
GEPPA Heldings Lid., Nipawin 
Kezema Multiplex, Nelfort .......... 

Mac Swaney’s Cabins, Nipawin 


MUM’s Flowers and Gifts, Carrot River ... 14, 000 


Nipawin Bed and Breakfast, Carrot River 18,000 
Nuform Packaging Lid., Tisdale .............09« 60,000 
Precision Industrial, Prince Albert ......... 500,000 


Provincial Forest Products, Prince Albert 216,387 


Saskatchewan Dutch Elm Disease Committee, 
CONN eo 98,058 
The Fitness Cage Ltd., Carrot River ........ 30,000 


Top Notch Pallet Systems, Zenon Park .... 40,000 
Wapawekka Lumber Ltd., Municipality of 500,000 


Beaver River & Northern Resource Trucking, 

Meadow Lake ........scssssssscsssecsseessecsnseess 350,000 
Beaver River Community Futures pore eae 

PROPER cdincicacishchtgsasdeoccscinsickncosdutobesens 00,000 
—, River Development Corp., 

RR: Ea ES 151,936 

lle a la oni Garment Production, 

oy AY) Releencin Sie ARR 92,429 
InterNorth Heavy Equipment Repair, 

SRG 2 eS eee 90,392 


Methy Construction & Maintenance Corp., 

ES eee 325,000 
Methy Construction 

Charanduk Lake 
Missinipi Broadcasting Corp, La Ronge .... 
Northeast Economic Develop. Assoc., 

CORTE MNI a cciiesapssveabocesencesadastiienedées 65,000 
Sakitawak Development Corp, Village of 171,120 
Dacobusy Software Systems, Hoey 000 
Doepker Industries Ltd., Annaheim........... 
Regnier Care Home, St. Louis.................. 


Alberta 

Sundance Traditional Tours, Fort Macleod 101,560 
Timothy Hay Export, Standoff ................. 775,020 
Canadian Paraplegic Association, Alberta 888,567 
Society to Prevent Dutch Elm Disease, 


TINO sii iad cctneeapancaccauiiiohactidend 1,370,000 
Spiritel, EGMONON ........ssssscsccsssseeesesssseeeeeese 70,096 
Alexander Wood Products, Morinville ....... 342,911 
British Columbia 
Fernie Library Historical Restoration ....... 100,000 
Golden jalty Wood Products, Golden915,000 
Interact Wood Products Ltd. - 

PHRASES 1, GOO .....cessesscvseessccsersescnscnsees 400,000 

Phase Ml, Golden ... PSE, SIRs 300,000 


Fjord Pacific Marine Industries, Richmond100,000 


Cottage Hospice, Burrard View .. 500,000 


Shady Tree Enterprises, Coutenay . .. 39,400 
Career Technical Centre, Nanaimo........ ‘221, 300 
Chemainus First Nation, Ladysmith .......... 83,000 
Ditidaht Forest Products, 

CHUCHUMMISAPO ...........ccsesseeeeeesssseseeeenee 500,000 


King George Seniors Affordable Housing, Lake 
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Comibhan 2 Se. 85,000 
Ladysmith Cottage Industry Renovation, 

| ae anaes petra aa 200, 
Marberle Enterprises Ltd., Nanaimo ......... 65,000 


Gaabriola Island ............ccccssessssssssnsesessesee 260,999 


Beam Production Plant Expansion, 
CUMber lan ..........0ssesseees sovnsenenennen 


Port Alberni Marina, Port Alberni... ‘- 
Port Fish, Port Alberni ..........c.c.sccccsesseessees 
Ucluelet Seafood Products, Ucluelet....... 400,000 
Write On Office Supply, Port Alberni ......... 30,000 
Box Lake Lumber, Nakusp.............. z 
Canamo Trading Inc., Grand Forks ........ 
Cro-Mer Plastics, Trail .........:sssssssessssesessee 
Enertek Products Int., Grand Forks 
Goose Creek Lumber Ltd., West 


Halcyon Health Spa, Nakusp and 
Heatwave Drying Systems Ltd., 

SUI RI aici sccisscccosende’ 250,000 
Kootenay Panel Products, Kootenay ....... 177,250 
Kootenay Powder Coatings, Castlegar ... 132,000 
Labyrinth Specialty Wood Products, 

ee nae Se Pe Se Ce 250,000 
Van Steyvoort Holdings Ltd., Osoyoos .... 100,000 
Fraser Ft. George Regional Museum, 

PRINCE QOOIGS sss coeeacccvescssenessssecteofeerees 1,000,000 
Pellet Flame Inc., Prince George ............ 150,000 


Touchwood Industries Co-op, Vanderhoof171,000 
Vanderhoof Specialty Wood Products Ltd., Noonia 
Reserve 


MBSE “Te Sa aE 149,500 
Aberfoyle Springs Ltd., HOpe ..........sss1 190,000 
Avante Furniture Manufacturing, 
bcennenggeniy FIG ncn Scsecesssontrvejectecsorsoce 100,000 
December Forest Products, Boston Bar ... 84,500 
HealthSpace Integrated Solutions Ltd., 
(| RT ARG: Ces eae ERs 30,000 


Hope Fi Flying School and Chartners, Hope 74,000 
Chetwynd Resource Area Forest Transition, 


Li Saale SLA Nae dee ie 604,245 
Forest Lumber Co., SOOKC..........ssssssssssens 67,500 
West Coast Trail Motel, Port Renfrew ... 100,000 
Bridgeside Higa Forest Industries Ltd., 

DEON OE i csnssonnesenieswsnscnsvsonosssonasca 450,000 


Community Future Develop. Corp. North 
Cariboo, Quesnel 
Little Valley Forest Products, Hagensborg500,000 


Wells Hotel Ltd., WellS .......c-sssessssesssssrsesee 566,000 
Wells-Barkerville-Bowron Lake Trail, Wells200,000 
Ocean Master Foods, Maple Ridge ........ 100,000 
Powell River Therapeutic Riding Association, 

Pronmpasll FRR csc cccascleatosedpcnbclvccvcsncuscs 20,000 
West Coast Railway Association, 

Suen Fa as ciaitcccenceeersentcvonasiocans 200,000 
Wilderness Shellfish Co-operative, Lund . 161,607 
SSI IIE in ncennccsniccchcaccebapintoc 250,000 


Cod Father Contracting, Queen Charlotte 56,390 
Lax Kw'Alaams Marine Industries Inc., 


EAR FO AMMA fis sisicessceccecl inher 120,000 
Omega Packing Dogfish Processing, 

J” 2S eee coe eae 190,000 
Seafood Products Ltd., Prince Rupert ...... 68,500 
Skeena Golf, Terrace ...........cccssssssssssesee 456,854 
Askews Grocery Store-Sicamous, 

| A aR fotik Sa, SAR 200,000 
Moose Mulligan’s Pub, Sicamous ............ 600,000 


NOMINATIONS ARE NOW 


being accepted for the 2OOO 


Tax , Fighter o d the Year 


WAR 


The Canadian Taxpayers Federation is now 
accepting nominations for its annual Tax 
Fighter of the Year Award. 


This nomination is open to any individual who 
has demonstrated outstanding leadership and 
commitment to the cause of taxpayer 
emancipation. 


We invite all CTF supporters to submit a 
nomination along with a brief statement why 
your nominee qualifies for this prestigious 
award. Your nomination should be postmarked 
no later than May 5, 2000. 


This will be the fifth time this award has been 
given. Last year’s award was presented in 
Calgary to radio talk-show host Dave 
Rutherford. 


We look forward to receiving your nominations. 


Tax Fighter of the 
Year Award 2000 
Nominations Committee 
105-438 Victoria Ave East 
Regina, Sask, S4N ON7 
www.taxpayer.com 


